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Inside this Issue

Messages from our presidents and Vice Presidents 

Do you remember the 10 Commandments of Square 
Dancing?  Check them out with the Plains Region 
Vice President.

Still trying to meet the challenge of attending 
at least one state festival in the Central Region?  
Check out the list of upcoming central region 
festivals on page 8.

Having trouble with your insurance?  See tips and 
suggestions from Elizabeth Sanders on page 9.

Need a new festival or event to attend?  Maybe in a 
different state?  Check out all the fliers throughout 
this issue and find a new fun activity.

We say goodbye to our good friend Patty Wilcox.  
See  her story on page 27.

Look forward to the next National Convention in 
Milwaukee Wisconsin June 26-29, 2024.  You can 
also register for the 74th NSDC in Shreveport and 
the 75th NSDC in WACO.  Use the registration 
forms on pages 12-13. 20- 21,  and 22  or go on-line 
to support these teams working hard to provide you 
a great experience.

Lastly, consider attending conventions or festivals 
around the country.  Many of these are listed on 
page 29

Cover design provided by Catherine Paquet
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A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR PRESIDENTS

ELLERY AND KAREN
GULBRAND

“Spring is nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s party’!”  
    - Robin Williams -
Sunshine, blue sky, mild temperatures, and a few rain showers  
(not snow) are gradually making themselves known as we  
move towards spring! While all these weather traits spring  
happiness and excitement in our heart there is also excitement 
and fulfillment in our minds as we watch our new square  
dancers graduate into the fun art of square dancing.  
Yes, the dancer “angels” now watch as the new dancers,  
with a smile on their face, dance with the moves they have  
mastered.  When the new dancers graduate it is now time for all “seasoned”  
dancers to make them feel welcome!
Our Wisconsin “snow season” was mild (this far) enabling us to attend  
club dances, as “angels” for lessons, festivals, and fundraiser dances. We are looking forward 
to the Iowa State Convention and the 2024 National Square Dance Convention® in Milwaukee 
in our home State of Wisconsin, June 26-29. We hope many dancers will enjoy the dancing and 
educational sessions offered. We invite all dancers to attend the Annual USDA Board of Directors 
Meeting. This will be held at the Convention on Wednesday, June 25th. As we travel, we hope to 
see dance floors continue to grow with dancers.
We would like to send a big “Thank-you” to the USDA Executive Committee and all the square 
dancers promoting dancing to keep the fun art of square dancing alive and growing.
Our hope is to see you on the square dance floor sometime, somewhere, as the call goes out 
“Square ‘Em Up”!

God’s blessings in 2024!
Sincerely,
Ellery & Karen Gulbrand
USDA President

“You’re only here for a short visit. Don’t hurry. Don’t worry.
And be sure to smell the flowers along the way.” 

-Walter C. Hagen -      
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A MESSAGE FROM 
THE EDITORS

ART AND LILLY 
HARDIN

The last three months have been very busy !  

In January we attended the USDA winter meeting and the Florida State Festival in Deltona, Florida.

This was our first USDA winter meeting and it was interesting to experience how the USDA 
executive committee works to develop policies.  Policies that keep square dancers safe through 
the insurance program.  Policies and programs that educate dancers through the on-line education 
program and the leadership and education publications.  Policies that keep dancers informed 
through the USDA NEWS magazine and the web page.  And programs that support special groups 
like the handicap-able dancers and the youth.  Everyone worked together keeping in mind that all 
these issues support square dancers and keep our activity going. The meeting also included time to 
get to know each other, forge friendships, and dance. 

The Florida State Festival was very well done!  We enjoyed the callers, the variety of dances and 
the friendliness of all the participants.  It was nice of them to invite all of us.

February included multiple sweetheart dances, skiing, and catching up with family. 

March is filled with special dances; seems like spring break is a good time for National Callers to 
come to Colorado, and we try and take advantage of their varied talents.  March is also the time for 
pre-conventions and the Callerlab Convention. 

In between we are working on two National Square Dance Conventions.  It is amazing how much 
planning and coordination goes into a National Square Dance Convention.  If you have never 
attended a National Convention you should try and fit this three day party into your summer 
schedule.  A National Convention is set apart from state festivals because it includes education 
sessions, clinics, and other educational features for dancers, club leaders, callers, cuers, and 
teachers.

This year the party is in Milwaukee Wisconsin, June 26-29th.  The Milwaukee team has been 
working for three years planning the big party; come and enjoy!

See you on the dance floor!

Art and Lilly Hardin
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EVENTS IN THE WESTERN REGION
Nina Grigsby Western Region VP

WESTERN REGION REPORT

Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming

Happy Spring showers, May flowers, and Summer planning to our USDA officers, committee 
members, and all our affiliates, associations, and clubs!  There are more special dances/activities 
and festivals for the year ahead planned by several of our Western region affiliates and clubs that I 
hope everyone will take an opportunity to attend during your many travels.  

Here are a few upcoming special dances and festivals that I am sure you will enjoy:
April 12 – 14, 2024 – “Strawberries Galore”, Santa Maria Fairpark, Santa Maria, CA
April 19 – 21, 2024 – “Spring Fling”, Farthest North Square & Round Dance Center, Fairbanks, 
AK
May 14 – May 16, 2024 – “New Mexico Square & Round Dance Festival”, Civic Center, Truth 
or Consequences, NM
May 24 – 27, 2024 – “Montana State Square & Round Dance Festival”, Cedar Hall at 
MetraPark, Billings, MT

Details of more amazing events are posted on these affiliate websites:
Alaska Square and Round Dance Federation
Square & Round Dance Association of Southern Arizona
California Council of Square Dancers
Colorado State Square Dance Association
Hawaii Square Dance Federation
Idaho State Federation of Square & Round Dance Clubs, Inc
Yellowstone Square Dance Council
Las Vegas Square and Round Dancers
New Mexico Square and Round Dance Association
Oregon Federation of Square and Round Dance Clubs

We also hope to see you all at the 73rd National Square Dance Convention in Madison, WI, Jun 26 
– Jun 29, 2024.

Hope to see you soon and dance with you sooner!

Nina Grigsby

http://Alaska Square and Round Dance Federation 
http://Square & Round Dance Association of Southern Arizona 
http://California Council of Square Dancers 
http://www.Coloradostatesquaredance.com
http://Hawaii Square Dance Federation 
http://Idaho State Federation of Square & Round Dance Clubs, Inc 
http://Yellowstone Square Dance Council 
http://Las Vegas Square and Round Dancers 
http://New Mexico Square and Round Dance Association 
http://Oregon Federation of Square and Round Dance Clubs 
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EVENTS IN THE PLAINS REGION
Mark and Bina Krebsbach, Plains Region VP

PLAINS REGION REPORT

Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wisconsin

AHHH! Springtime again! My favorite time of the year!!

We have experienced Spring weather most of the Winter here in good ole’ North Dakota, no com-
plaints!!

Well for Bina and I this past Winter has been a fairly busy time in the square dance world. The 
USDA Winter Meeting was held in Florida in January. Good job Scott & Sandy for hosting it.  
That included a dance at the Florida State Festival, a wonderful Florida Experience. Then we hop-
scotched across the Southern states to the Memorial Service and celebration of the life of a very 
dedicated square dancer, teacher, humble and simply wonderful lady, Patty Wilcox. The last day 
or two of her life, Patty taught us her greatest and final lesson. She is now resting in the embracing 
arms of our Lord. Oh, how she will be missed by all who knew her loving ways. After dancing in 
San Diego, we flew to Ogden Utah for a dance. We had not danced in Northern Utah before!!  An-
other great square-dancing adventure under our belts! 

On our travels over the years at times we have seen and heard complaints of some square dancers 
being nitpickers. Nitpicking can tear a club apart. By governing our square-dancing lives accord-
ing to the truth and wisdom of the square dancing ten commandments will bring a natural order of 
things to the life of the square dance club. Many times, we judge others before we examine our-
selves. In wounded relationships we tend to focus on how we have been offended, not on how we 
might have offended others. Remember we all go through the same stuff differently and it takes 
energy and patience to see something from another’s point of view. Tony Rock is good at that!
Question:  When it comes to love and forgiveness, do we love, or do we simply keep score? The 
lesson to be learned is the measure with which we measure will in return be measured to us. For-
give and you will be forgiven. (Gospel of Luke)

God Bless,
Keep on dancing and live lively!
Happy Spring
As ever square dancers

Mark & Bina



USDA NEWS VOLUME XXXVI  ISSUE 2 APR - JUN  |  PAGE 7



PAGE 8  |  USDA NEWS VOLUME XXXVI ISSUE 2 APR - JUN

EVENTS IN THE CENTRAL REGION
Scott and Sandy Ebright, Central Region VP

CENTRAL REGION REPORT

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, and West Virginia

I would like to start by offering a big virtual yellow rock to everyone. I have come to believe that a yellow rock is 
one of the most important activities in which square dancers participate; more about that later.

Our biggest USDA-related news this past quarter was the annual winter meeting of the USDA Executive 
Committee. Planning this business meeting rotates to a different vice president each year. This year was a huge 
honor for us, personally, because it was our turn to host the meeting in the Central Region. Since Florida was having 
their state convention around the same time, we slid our meeting one week so we could do USDA winter work in 
conjunction with the Florida Convention. In my humble opinion, it was quite the success. We really want to send 
out a BIG THANKS to all of the Florida Convention staff for their amazing cooperation and coordination in making 
this collaboration such a victory for all!

In addition to all of the state conventions we attend, we tried a square dance cruise in February 2024 and enjoyed 
the experience. We highly recommend giving one of these a try.

Y'all may recall that, in the last installment of USDA News, I issued a challenge to everyone to try at least one NEW 
state or national square dance convention each year. To help meet that challenge, here are the upcoming conventions 
in the Central Region:

 South Carolina (26-27 Apr)
 Ohio (09-11 May)
 Tennessee (01-04 Aug)
 Michigan (15-17 Aug)
 Alabama (23-24 Aug)

North Carolina and West Virginia do not have conventions scheduled for the upcoming 12 months. Please pray that 
these states will soon be able to organize annual conventions again.

Even though it is not a Central Region event, please do not forget the 73rd National Square Dance Convention, June 
26-29, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

So, back to yellow rocks! At that winter meeting, we realized that we recently suffered the passing of several 
members of our USDA extended family. A father. A significant other. A cousin. An in-law. A brother. Unfortunately, 
lists like this never get shorter. However, the time we have together does get shorter, and more precious, as each 
second passes. That means that every hug counts more! So, yellow rock the folks you care about while they are still 
here; while you are still here. As you hug them, tell them how much you appreciate them. The "Yellow Rock" may 
be the most important call in the square and in life!

I want everyone reading to know that I appreciate you... That is why this article comes with a big virtual yellow 
rock!

See y'all on the dance floor (for an in-person yellow rock)! 

Scott and Sandy Ebright

Kentucky (05-07 Sep)
Georgia (01-02 Nov)
Indiana (08-10 Nov)
Florida (17-18 Jan 2025)
Mississippi (tentatively 07-08 Mar 2025)
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USDA INSURANCE COORDINATORS NOTES
Elizabeth Sanders

Greeting Everyone,

We are off to a great start in 2024.  Lots of clubs having classes, new clubs are being formed and 
more clubs are opting to join the USDA Insurance program.

Are you having trouble with the insurance portal.  Not receiving the rosters when you add 
members.  Here are some of the reasons why you may not be receiving a roster.
1.  Is your email address correct.  If you did not receive a roster from the portal, email me and 
request a copy.  (  Don’t worry I still receive a copy.)
2. Did you check your spam/junk folder?  It may be there.

It’s not too late to register for the next NSDC in Wisconsin.  Make sure you plan to attend one of 
the insurance educational sessions.

I love receiving emails but not phone calls.  So why is that.  I have never like talking to someone 
that I can’t see.  My phone conversations are short but if I see you in person don’t expect me to 
have a short conversation with you.  So, keep the emails coming and the phone calls coming.  That 
way I won’t have to ramble on forever here.

I haven’t requested to have the insurance tri-fold pamphlet 
reprinted for 2024 yet.  Have you checked the website 
lately?  You need to as I am updating forms often.  You don’t 
want to be using an outdated form.

As always, you can call or email me with questions you may 
have.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Sanders
USDA National Insurance Coordinator
P O Box 417, Stephens, GA  30667
insurance@usda.org
706-759-3642
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SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP  PPRROOGGRRAAMM  
visit our website for details—www.usda.org (then Programs—Youth Dancer Information)  

 

FREE PHARMACY CARD
CLIP AND USE THIS CARD TO SAVE.  SHARE IT WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
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HASSDA  FESTIVAL
       JULY 26-27, 2024 

Holiday Inn/NW AR Convention Center
                  1500 South 48th Street  

               SPRINGDALE, ARKANSAS 72762         
                                                                                                                                                                                   

    

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

                 Host Hotel - Holiday Inn, 1500 South 48th Street, Springdale, AR 72762  
  Rates: Single King w/Sleeper Sofa or Double Queen - $110.00 (1 or 2 guests) $120.00 (3 guests) $130.00 (4 guests) 

For reservations by Phone  
          BREAKFAST INCLUDED WITH RATES LISTED ABOVE  ~   RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER AUGUST 15, 2023 

 

•

•

•

   DARRYL LIPSCOMB  
 

  TOM MANNING  MIKE HOGAN 

 

 
Visit: explorespringdale.com  

Cathy & Fred Fisher, cuer 

“A” 

–
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RAIN 

 49th TN Square & Round 
Dance Convention 

August 1, 2 & 3, 2024 
Mills Conference Center 

234 Airport Road 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 

Squares 
SSD/Club 50      Plus 
Mainstream       DBD 
Advanced          Hex 
Challenge  Singing Calls 
Progressive  Hot Hash 

Rounds 
Phases II-VI 
Waltz   Rumba 
Foxtrot   Jive 
Mambo    Cha 
Bolero  2-Step 
W Coast Swing  
 

*Live 
Band! 

Wood 
Floors! 

Vendors 
Singles Dance 
Sewing Clinic 
After Party 
Fashion Show 

Intro to 

Facebook: TN Square and 
Round Dance Convention 
 

Tentative Schedule  
THURSDAY 
Trail-In Dance  8:00-11:00pm 
2 Sq. Dance Halls  
1 Dedicated Rd. Dance Hall  
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
10:00am – 11:00pm 
 8 Halls of Dancing 
*Live Band: Evening Hours 
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For information, contact Ted Hofmeister
at (501) 520-7270 or email Chair@74thnsdc.com

Come ‘Dance on the Wild Side’

TONY OXENDINE
2-4 p.m.

JOEY DUHAMEL
1-2 p.m.

Post Dance
BBQ Dinner

$15 per person

SQUARE DANCING FROM 1-4 P.M.
Sunday, June 2, 2024

PROMENADE HALL
5400 Benton Road - Bossier City, LA

Special Fund Raiser for the 74th National Square Dance Convention®

74th National Square Dance Convention®

Fund Raiser Featuring...

Tony Oxendine

DONATION DANCE • DONATION DANCE • DONATION DANCE
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PLEASE HELP US PLAN! Please CIRCLE all that apply 

Dancers: SSD Only, Mainstream, Plus, Advanced, Challenge, Contra, Lines, Rounds, Clogging, Handicapable, SOLO 
Leaders: Squares, Contra, Lines, Rounds, Clogging.  Education Presenter Topic: ___________________________ 

Arrive Early or Stay Late # Days______? Stay at Convention Hotels, RV Camping or 
Other Accommodations? ___________________________________ 

Group Name: ___________________Do you need Block Rooms____, Meeting Rooms ____or Storage Space: _______ 
Room Blocks Expire September 15, 2025 

Pre – Registration 
75th National Square Dance Convention® 

Waco, Texas 
June 24-27, 2026 

 
REGISTER ONLINE at www.75nsdcinc.com 

This form expires on March 22, 2025 
 

Zelle® your registration fee to 75nsdc@gmail.com 
  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Primary Last Name:    First Name: ________________________________ 

Email Address:       

Partner’s Last Name (if different):    First Name:    

Email Address (if different):       

Youth Names & DOB:        

Address:       

City: _________________State:  _______________Zip: __________ Country:   

   Phone: (______) __________________________Alt Number: ( _____) _______________________ 

 Check if you want to opt out of email sharing. Email addresses shared only with the NEC for upcoming convention 
information 

Pre-Registration Prices (US currency only) $60.00 each x ______until 3/22/2025 =$__________ 

Youth born after June 27, 2009 $30.00 each x ______until 3/22/2025 =$__________ 
                                                           Sub Total: $__________  
 Credit Card Processing Fee  $3.00                                                                    $___________ 
                                                                                                   Total Due: $___________ 
Cash Received $    Check #  (Payable to 75NSDC)    Zelle   
Credit Card Type:    Credit Card #:    
Expiration Date:  /  Security Code:  Name of Cardholder:    
Statement Mailing Address (if different):     
Authorized Card Signature:   __________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

$10.00 cancellation fee per registration. No refunds after April 30, 2026. This form and registration rate is void after 
March 22, 2025. Registration Long Forms will be mailed in January, 2025 for selection of hotel or RV park and additional 

items. Early registration gives you free admittance to the Pre-Convention Kick Off Dance on March 22, 2025. 
"Convention Badges Required for Entrance to all Convention Activities; Dressy Casual Attire 

allowed until 6:00 pm.  Proper Dance Attire is Requested After 6:00 pm for all Dancers.” 

(Internal Use Only) Accepted by:   ______Date:    

Registration Location:    __________ Receipt Sent: ______Date Sent: ____________ 

If Registering by Mail:  75NSDC  9597 Jones Rd Ste #122 Houston, TX 77065 
Or Email to:  register.75nsdc@gmail.com 
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“MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FUTURE DATES:”

“Saturday, April 20, 2024 – The Biggest Party of the Year: What’s Waiting For You at the 73rd National 
Square Dance Convention® – Scott & Brenda Deal, Convention General Chairmen”
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Centennial Award given to Chuck VanDusen
By Judy Taylor

On January 19th, 2024, another “Centennial” award was given---this time in the snowy 
mountains of Colorado.  It must be that this long-time dancer developed his energy and 
longevity by living at 8,000 feet high! 
 
Chuck VanDusen was given his plaque and Centennial pin at his current residence, 
Elk Run Assisted Living Center above Evergreen, CO, with fifteen of his fellow “Ridge 
Runners” club members, caller Mike Olivieri, and an audience of many of his Assisted 
Living neighbors.  Judy Taylor of USDA was the presenter.

New inductees of this exclusive group (there are only 20 across the whole United States) 
can qualify by (1): Reaching age 100; (2): Still being active in some way In the square 
dance community; and (3) having a minimum of five years membership in a club.  We 
are very pleased to announce Chuck’s “over-qualification” of these requirements!  The 
qualified recipients receive a framed “Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation” and a 
“United Square Dancers of America Centennial Award” lapel pin.
  
In fact, at the presentation, Chuck danced a couple of square dance tips with his club 
members and even round danced with a few.  Enclosed are pictures of him dancing, and 
being presented his award.  Our hearts and 
dancing feet go out to all the “Centenarians”
---what a special accomplishment they all have 
achieved!
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Patty’s Story 

Patricia (Patty) Elizabeth Wilcox 
May 16, 1944 – December 28, 2023 

 
Patricia (“Patty”) Elizabeth Wilcox was born on May 16, 1944, to Robert and 
Kathleen (“Kay”) McGlenn in Cleveland, Ohio. Patty attended grade school 
and junior high school in Bay Park, Ohio (a suburb of Cleveland). In 1958, 
after her father died suddenly of a heart attack, Patty’s family moved to San 
Diego, California where Patty attended Clairemont High School and went on 
to obtain a teaching degree from San Diego State College (later San Diego State University). Upon 
graduating in 1967, Patty began a 23-year career as a first-grade teacher at Sequoia and at Walker 
Elementary Schools, part of the San Diego Unified School District.  

In 1982, Patty sought to expand her social life and attended a beginner square dance class with the 
Single Squares. It was there that Patty met her late husband Walter Dale Wilcox, Sr. On November 12, 
1983, Patty and Walt were married. They continued to dance with the Single Squares, joined the UC 
Saws Square Dance Club in Clairemont, and became active in the Square Dance Association of San 
Diego County. On July 30, 1992, Walt passed away at the age of 66 from complications of a heart 
procedure and kidney failure. 

Patty’s circle of friends encouraged her to continue square dancing. It was at the UC Saws Square 
Dance Club that she began dancing with Jim Maczko. For 31 years, Patty and Jim danced together and 
became even more active in the greater square dance world. Jim and Patty were involved at the 
national level in the establishment and operation of the United Square Dancers of America (USDA), the 
USAWest Square Dance ConventionÒ, and the Alliance of Round, Traditional and Square-Dance (ARTS-
Dance). Patty also attended 32 National Square Dance ConventionsÒ. At the state level, Patty and Jim 
were integral parts of the California Square Dance Council including being elected in May 2023 to a 
two-year term as Council President and serving on the committee for many California State Square 
Dance Conventions. Locally, they were actively involved in the San Diego Square Dance Association 
and served for many years on the committee responsible for the annual San Diego Fiesta. In April 2004 
Patty talked Jim into trying to become part of the California Heritage Dancers Exhibition Group – while 
Jim was reluctant at first, they became enthusiastic members of this group seeking to preserve the 
heritage of the Square Dance Activity. 

On June 15, 2011, Patty suffered a massive heart attack. Jim was able to administer CPR until EMT’s 
arrived and she was taken to UCSD’s Emergency Room. On September 1, 2011, Patty had open heart 
surgery to repair the mitral valve in her heart. This procedure was successful and allowed Patty to live a 
full life for many more years. However, on December 16, 2023, during an annual visit to Jim’s family in 
Colorado, Patty needed medical attention at the Emergency Room in Colorado Springs, from which she 
was life-flighted to St. Anthony’s Hospital in Lakewood, Colorado near Denver. The cardiology team 
undertook several diagnostic and medical procedures to try and stabilize Patty’s condition. While it 
seemed she was making progress, she ultimately had to be placed on continuous dialysis and received 
IV drugs to stimulate her heart. After consultation with Jim and the doctors on December 27, Patty 
decided to have the artificial support systems removed. She drifted off to sleep early on Thursday 
morning December 28, 2023.  

Patty is survived by her dance partner (and more) Jim Maczko (San Diego), along with his daughter Jill, 
her husband and their four children; her brother Dr. Robert McGlenn and his wife, and three children; 
and her stepdaughter Linda Wilcox Pence, her husband and two children. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Alliance of Round, Traditional and Square-Dance, Inc – a 501(c)(3) charitable 
nonprofit organization – www.ARTS-Dance.org.  
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Turn Your Vacations into Donations! 
Alliance of Rounds Traditional and Square Dance 

Now Has It’s Own Travel Website! 
That Supports Your Dance Activity! 

 
 

Book your dance, personal and
business travel on our new travel
website... 
 

www.arts-dancetravel.com 
 
Every time you do, ARTS 
will receive a portion of the  
travel commissions. 
 
Receive the same low rates as 
those other travel websites and 
help generate $1,000’s for  
ARTS-Dance

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.arts-dancetravel.com 
 

Great Rates On 
 

Air  •  Hotels  •  Renta

It’s that simple! 
 
Just Log on To 

l Cars  •  Cruises  •  Vacations 

Each time you use our new 
and Square Dance will rece
companies you use. 

travel website, ARTS the Alliance of Rounds Traditional 
ive a portion of the travel commissions from the 

www.arts-dancetravel.com

http://www.arts-dancetravel.com
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Send your State Association/Federation Convention dates to News@usda.org and will list it here at no charge.

May 3-5  75th New Mexico Square and  
    Round Dance Festival
Roswell Rec Center, 807 N. Missouri Ave,Roswell 
NM, 88201 Contact: Tamara Mendoza: 575-214-1407  
   or Kaleighna@gmailcom

April 26 -27, 2024     47th Annual South Carolina 
        Square & Round Dance Convention  
The Shield,  2499 Fire Tower Road, Rock Hill, SC                          
Contact:  Dale & Susan Duncan   864-729-2783                                             
susancduncan@gmail.com

May 10-12   77th Silver State Square 
    & Round Dance Festival 
 Circus Circus Casino Reno, Nevada 
  Contact: Tim Stephens 650-703-1215 
  http://www.squaredancenevada.org/

May 24-26 71st Annual Golden State Round up
  Lodi Grape Festival Fairgrounds
  413 E. Lockeford St. Lodi, California 
  Register at: http://www.NCSDA.COM

June 14-15  68th Colorado State Square 
  Dance Festival   “24 K Gold Rush”
  CSU Pueblo Occhiatto Ballroom
  2200 Bonforte Blvd, Pueblo, CO 81001
  www.Coloradostatesquaredance.com

July 19-20 38th Illinois Square & Round   
  Dance Convention
  Sheraton Suites Chicago O’Hare

6501 Mannheim Road,  Rosemont, IL 60018   
  Visit: www.ilsdc.dance

August 1-3  49th TN Stare & Round  
 Dance Convention Mills Conference Center
 234 Airport Road, Gatlinburg, TN 37738
 Contact: R. G. Pratt rgpratt@peoplepc.com, 
 Register at: www.tnsquaredance.org

Sept 5-7 Pennsylvania Fabulous Fall Festival
  Penn Harris Trademark by Wyndham
 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Websites: PSRDF.org or PAFABFALLFEST.com
Barb MacDonald bmacd@zoominternet.net

Nov 8-10  39th Indiana Square and  
   Round Dance Convention
   French Lick Springs Resort
8670 West State Road 56, French Lick, IN 47432
Register at: https://insquaredanceconvention.com/ 

May 31 , June 1   Kansas State Square Dance  
Change in VENUE  Convention
    Salina Country Club   
 2101 E Country Club Rd, Salina, KS 67401
 Register at:  www.kansassquaredance.com

May 10-11  64th Ohio Dance Convention
   “Roaring in the 20’s”
   Crown Plaza Columbus North 
  6500 Doubletree Ave.  Columbus, OH
 Register at:  http://ohiodanceconvention.com/

 May 24-27, 2024    May 24-27, 2024   53rd Annual Montana State53rd Annual Montana State
         Square and Round Dance Festival         Square and Round Dance Festival
    Cedar Hall at MetraPark,     Cedar Hall at MetraPark, 

308 6th Ave. North, Billings, MT 308 6th Ave. North, Billings, MT 
 Register at:  Register at: www.squaredancemontana.com

May 25-26 9th Annual Memorial Weekend  
 Square Dance  “Days of Yore in 2024”   
  St. Martha Episcopal Church 

  801 Magnolia Ave, Papillion NE 
 Jim & Cathy 402-393- 4194  jrbellinger@cox.net

 Nov 1-2 53rd Georgia State Convention
   Gainseville Civic Center
 830 Green Street NE, Gainesvile, GA 30501
  Register at: www.gssda.org
Email Questions to: squaredancing7@gmail.com

May 17-19  OKOBOJI Spring Fling 
   42nd Annual Plus Weekend   
Okoboji Resort Club, 1528 HWY 86, Spitil Lake IA 

Contact: Mike & Denise Hogan (402) 592-1460

Sept 20-21 53rd Annual Nebraska State  
  Square & Round Dance Weekend   
 Adams County Fairgrounds, Hastings, NE 
 Contact: Barb and Bob Welshinger

bobwbarb@cox.net or 402-659-4444

http://www.squaredancenevada.org/
http://www.NCSDA.COM
http://www.Coloradostatesquaredance.com
http://PSRDF.org
http://PAFABFALLFEST.com 
mailto:bmacd%40zoominternet.net?subject=
https://insquaredanceconvention.com/ 
http://www.kansassquaredance.com
http://ohiodanceconvention.com/
http://www.squaredancemontana.com
mailto:jrbellinger%40cox.net?subject=
http://www.gssda.org 
mailto:squaredancing7%40gmail.com?subject=
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USDA NEWS
The USDA NEWS publication is a quarterly publication covering all aspects of the Square Dance 
activity.  Each issue of USDA NEWS, which averages 32-36 pages, is provided FREE to all known 
dance publication editors; leaders of national, and international organizations; and USDA Affiliate, 
presidents, vice presidents and insurance coordinators.

USDA NEWS is available to all others at a yearly subscription rate of only $6.00.  The subscription 
rate does not pay for the newsletter but does assist in the postal costs.  To keep abreast of square 
dance events, leadership and education articles, and to maintain your awareness and knowledge of 
the total activity, you should be reading the USDA NEWS.

If you would like to receive notice when a new issue is posted on our website,   go to  
www.Subscribe.USDA.org,  and follow  the instructions.  As soon as a new on-line edition is posted 
you will receive an email with a link to the website.

For your own personal copy of the quarterly USDA NEWS, complete the form below and return 
it with a check made out to United Square Dancers of America and mail both to the USDA NEWS 
Editor.  

Subscription Type --   New  Renewal

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _________________________________ STATE: _____________  ZIP: ___________ . __________
      (MUST HAVE + 4 DIGITS)

PHONE: ______________________________  Email: __________________________________________

Please fill in this form and then print. Be sure the form is complete.
Attach check or money order to form for appropriate amount.

$6—1 Year $12—2 Years $18—3 Years

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO LILLY HARDIN, PO BOX 4782, DILLON, CO 80435-4782

I qualify for Free Subscription:  (must be renewed annually) also complete above information.

Organization:  _______________________________________  Office ______________________ □ USDA Affiliate

If publication editors, Name of Publication __________________________Email _____________________ 

USDA NEWS SUBSCRIPTION

Make Checks payable to: USDA

http://www.Subscribe.USDA.org 
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 GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER?  
SUMMER?  HAVE YOU MOVED?

We don’t want you to miss a single copy of USDA NEWS, so please notify us of any change of 
address as soon as possible.  If you go away for an extended period of time let us know the new  
address and the dates involved and we will see that you continue to get your copy wherever your 
current address might be.

When you plan a move please send your new address to News@usda.org as soon as possible.

USDA NEWS PUBLICATION POLICY

USDA NEWS is the official newsletter of the United Square Dancers of America, the largest square dance 
organization in the world.  Our goal is to cover all aspects of the square dance activity.  USDA NEWS is not 
copyrighted and we welcome the reprinting of any material by USDA Affiliates and other publications.  A credit line 
is appreciated whenever any of our material is reprinted.  
We also welcome articles of interest to the square dance world in general.  When submitting  articles for use in 
USDA NEWS please include your name, address, phone number and email address and also indicate the author of 
the article.  The editor does reserve the right to reject, edit, omit, or rewrite all material submitted.
The opinions expressed within the publication do not necessarily reflect that of the USDA or the Editorial staff.

USDA ADVERTISING POLICY

USDA NEWS prefers ads and fliers in digital format. To avoid distortion use 8 1/2” x 11” format with margins for 
a full page and 8 1/2” x 5 1/2” for a half page.   

Make check payable to United Square Dancers of America and mail to the editor.  Name and address can be 
found on www.usda.org/officer.php.   Checks must be received by the publication deadline listed below.   Unpaid 
ads will not be printed.

Deadline Dates are one month before the quarterly. issue date.  

USDA NEWS has two editions; a printed edition and an on-line edition.  The printed edition is a black and white 
copy except for the cover and the four center pages.  The four center pages are available for purchase for your 
fliers. The color ads and are sold on a first-come basis.  The on-line edition is a full color copy.  When submitting 
copies for black and white advertising in the printed edition you can send a color copy for use.  It will be printed 
in black and white, but the on-line copy will be in color.

ADVERTISING RATES
          COLOR        BLACK & WHITE
½ Page                     $25.00                  $20.00
Full Page  - 1 side    $45.00                  $35.00
Full Page—2 sides    $60.00    $50.00

Publication   Deadline
Jan-Mar      Dec 01
Apr-Jun       Mar 01
Jul—Sep      Jun 01
Oct—Dec      Sep 01                         

mailto:News%40usda.org?subject=
http://www.usda.org/officer.php
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UNITED SQUARE DANCERS OF AMERICA 
2023-2024 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

https://www.usda.org/Officers.php

ELECTED OFFICERS
PRESIDENT 
Ellery and Karen Gulbrand (WI) 
(H) 920-4340669 (K) 920-819-0364
(E) 920-819-3564
Email: President@usda.org
VICE PRESIDENT EASTERN REGION 

OPEN

VICE PRESIDENT CENTRAL REGION
Scott and Sandy Ebright (TN)
(Scott) 937-830-1481 (Sandy) 865-466-5514
Email: CenteralVP@usda.org

VICE PRESIDENT PLAINS REGION
Mark and Bina Krebsbach (ND)
(M) 701-320-9079 (B) 701-320-5182
Email: PlainsVP@usda.org

VICE PRESIDENT WESTERN REGION
Nina Grigsby (AZ)
240-481-3580
Email: WesternVP@usda.org

SECRETARY, HISTORIAN,  
SHOWCASE OF IDEAS
Edythe Weber (MO)
 816-830-0350
Email: Secretary@usda.org

TREASURER, PHOTOGRAPHY,  
ARCHIVES
Jim and Judy Taylor (CO)
(H) 303-795-3278 (C) 720-456-0413
Email: Treasurer@usda.org
PAST PRES, WAYS & MEANS
Mark and Bina Krebsbach (ND)
(M) 701-320-9079 (B) 701-320-5182
Past@usda.org, WaysMeans@usda.org 

APPOINTED POSITIONS
CENTENNIAL AWARD
Ed and Lynda Willis (NC) 
(H) 910-338-1475 (C) 910-616-3639 
Email: centennial@usda.org 

INFORMATION & SOUND
L. Paul and Sally Schmidt (CA)
619-222-0445 (LP) 619-804-5266
(S) 619-804-4197
Email:Info@usda.org, sound@usda.org

PARLIAMENTARIAN, 501(C)(3)
Jim Maczko and Patty Wilcox (CA)
(H) 619-295-2635, (C) 619-840-7791
Email:501c3Apply@usda.org

GROUP RENEWALS,  501(C)(3)
Patricia Inglis (GA)
(H) 678-684-3886 (C) 404-932-5512
Email: 501c3Renew@usda.org

USDA NEWS EDITORS
Art and Lilly Hardin (CO)
(H) 970-262-6415 (L) 719-440-0945
Email: News@usda.org

INSURANCE COORDINATOR
Eddie & Elizabeth Sanders (GA)
706-759-3642
Email: Insurance@usda.org

LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION & 
PUBLICATIONS
Doug and Willa Bradshaw (CO)
(H) 303-988-2466, (D) 303-250-2539
(W) 303-250-2542
Email: Publications@usda.org

PRESCRIPTION CARD,  BADGES, 
HOSPITALITY
Dale and Kathy Worthington (OR)
(H) 503-861-2726 (C) 503-739-1215
 Card@usda.org, Badges@usda.org

 USA TRAVELER PROGRAM
Jerry and Donna Robey (IL)
(H) 815-977-5763 (C) 352-284-7912
Email: Traveler@usda.org

FACILITIES, AFTER PARTY &  
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Milene McCall (KY)
Phone: 502-525-3356
Facilities@usda,org, Social@usda.org

ON LINE EDUCATION &  SOCIAL 
MEDIA
Bonnie Abramson (CA)
Phone: 916-213-3640
Education@usda.org, Social@usda.org

YOUTH ADVISOR
Dan Reedy  (AR)
731-612-1155
Email: Youth@usda,org

HANDICAP-ABLE DANCERS
Alitia Becker (LA)
318-547-9578 
Email: Handicap@usda.org

WEBMASTER
Dan and Jean Wheeler (MO)
816-223-0803
Email: Webmaster@usda.org
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