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     With this being my final issue I want to give very special thanks to my son Chris for the outstanding cover designs he has given us for the past 7 years.  Yes, you might say I am a little prejudiced but, His 
colorful eye-catching, and sometimes thought provoking covers have added a touch of class to our publication.  Thank you Chris. 
     Pittman Printing, Liberty, MO., was the printer when I became the editor & I elected to stay with them.  A family owned and operated company that cares.  We don’t see much of that anymore.  I had pronting 
by seveal different companies over the years and they print what I send them.  You can imagine my surprise when I got my first call from  Kenean  saying she noticed page 8 was a little off center and would I 
like to correct that and sent her a new page.   For the past 11 years, Pittman has printed more than 90 issues of USDA NEWS and I have yet to find a flaw in any of them.   

I felt honored to be the editor of USDA NEWS and  am very proud of our publication .  So, with a gratefuil heart I send thanks to  Hank, Kenan and all of the printing crew, my son Chris, and to all  of those  
contributing issuer after issue.   

FREE  PHARMACY  CARD 

CLIP AND USE THIS  CARD AND SAVE.  SHARE IT WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

  INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Well folks, it is almost that time again,  June the 21st—24th the 72nd National 
Square Dance Convention.24 will invade the city of Mobile, AL.  Multitudes of 
beautiful ladies in their colorful dresses will parade the streets turning heads in all 
directions.  Dancers from around the world will be arrioving to dance, to attend 
classes, to make new friends and visit with friends previously made at past con-
ventions. When your feet and legs give out take one of the tours the convention 
has arranged for us.   Hope to see you there.  Be there and bring a square! 

This is my final issue of USDA NEWS and what a joy it has been to have had this 
opportunity.  The “Notes from the Editor” is my way of saying so long and thanks 
for the memories.  That starts on page 4 and continues on page 11. 

I am not leaving here alone.  Former USDA President and all round good guys, 
Tony  and Diana Rock are also retiring. When they heard that I was leaving they 
said they did not want to be here if I wasn’t so they resigned also.  Well, maybe 
that was not exactly what they said, but, OK that was not even close but, I am pret-
ty sure it was in the back of their minds.  They are a super couple and their leaving 
is a great loss to USDA.  Turn to page 10 and take a trip down memory lane with 
Tony and Diana. 

Scott Ebright, mentioned in his Central Region VP report that he and his wife 
Sandy were the new kids on the block. Well, Scott, that was short  lived.  Before 
you leave Mobile you will no longer be the new kids. Two of the new kids coming 
on board are the new editors, Art and Lilly Hardin.  I asked Lilly to send me some 
information I could use to help introduce them.  She sent me enough to write a 
book about them.  Let me tell you, these people have been around.  I was most 
impressed with the information she sent and I think you will be too.   I gave them 
a brief introduction, so they could tell you about the rest.  These are not sit at 
home, do nothing kind of people. In the last issue I wrote about the kind of people 
USDA wanted.  Active people that did all they knew to do and then asked what 
else they could do to help.  I did not know it when I wrote that, but I do now. They 
are your new editors. See page 12. 

Special Thanks to the following for their contributions to this issue.  
Sally Schmidt, Judy Taylor, Lilly Hardin, Tony & Diana Rock.   
My apology to anyone I may have  overlooked. 
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A MESSAGE FROM  

OUR PRESIDENTS 

MARK & BINA  
KREBSBACH 

 

ETERNAL TRUTHS OF SPRING 
The season I love is truly the Spring 

       When the spirit of youth is in everything 
        To take in the Spring is good for the soul 
         It renews one’s spirit and makes it whole 

   Through the earth the violets do peep  
     Upon the hill tops the crocus will keep 

                                                                   Across a field wild daisies are spread 
        With the morning dew each flower is fed 

                                                                   The air is filled with lilacs sweet smell 
                   For we know that our Lord has made all so well 

      The songbirds return in a chorus do sing 
        Praise to our God for the beautiful Spring 

 
Greetings from about as far north as you can get in this country.  I guess that’s why it is called “North” Dakota. 

I love the four seasons the Lord gives us.  They are so clearly obvious up here in the north.  As this earth makes  
another rotation around the sun in this part of the northern hemisphere, it brings forth Spring, my favorite time of the 
year.  The time of the year when the beauty of renewal abounds.  The snow is fleeting away, the migratory birds 
return, and the earth puts forth the buds of nature.  Likewise, we humans have a sense of renewal as the days 
lengthen with daylight, sunshine, and warmth.  For square dancers, the arrival of Spring reinvigorates us as we  
demonstrate compassion in our interactions with other square dancers and folks in general.   
 
The programs the USDA offers continue to give hope to the square dancing world as they search for what is needed to 
maintain and improve this pastime that is loved by so many.  The seeds of hope the USDA plants continue to sprout 
through these programs.   
 
Speaking of the USDA, the USDA Executive Committee had a productive and enjoyable winter meeting up here in 
Bismarck this past January.   North Dakota’s January weather offered a bit of a shock (NDCED --- North Dakota  
Climatic Effective Disorder) to some of our Southerly friends as they stepped off the plane and into a cooler, “cold” as 
one person put it, climate of 40 degrees above zero.  But it seemed folks adjusted quickly by the time it came to leave, 
it was 7 degrees below zero.  Then the comment was “it’s not so bad!!”  For your information on February 15, 1936, in 
Parshall, ND the thermometer dropped to 60 degrees below zero.  Then only a few months later on July 6, 1936, in 
Steele, North Dakota the thermometer rose to 121 degrees above zero.  WOW!!! 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the National Square Dance Convention in Mobile, Alabama in June.  Attend-
ing the Annual Board of Directors meeting as a delegate for your affiliation is a very important part of being an active 
square dancer. 
 
By the way, would you be interested in being a member of the USDA Executive Committee??  A very rewarding and 
fun experience.  If so, contact one of the members on the back cover. 
 
 
A grateful heart is a healthy heart.  Gratitude is good for the soul. 
 

Live Lively Square Dance 
As Ever Square Dancers 
 
Mark & Bina 
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June, 2012 and I am on my way to Spokane, WA, where I will be introduced as the new editor of USDA 
NEWS, the official newsletter of the world's largest square dance association.  A position I had dreamed of 
for a couple of days prior to being accepted.  You can see my joy and excitement in the picture on the left.   

I have truly enjoyed  these past 11 years as your editor.  Being a small part of USDA has been  
such a gratifying role.  The USDA Executive Committee has been one of tbe best groups I have ever been 
associated with.  Every one is a volunteer giving of their time and talents to help promote  square and round 
dancing.  They are a hard working group as well as a fun group and they know when to separate each.  Being 

a part of USDA has afforded me the opportunity to travel and visit places I would not have done otherwise.  For example, our  
winter meeting was set for Pittsburg a few years ago.  Pittsburg was not on my list of places I need to visit before I pass on, but I 
was persuaded to attend this meeting and am so glad I did.  It is a beautiful city with lots of history and I left there with a complete-
ly different  opinion than I had going there.  This past January the USDA winter meeting was in Bismarck, ND.   
|I did not attend that meeting, but I did check the temperature while they were there and the high for the day was  –2.  The high for 
the day at my house in TN was 56.  I am sure Bismarck is a beautiful city and I would love to visit sometime in the summer if I 
could determine what week summer would be there.  Regardless of whether I visited these cities or not, USDA did provide the op-
portunity. 

Probably the most rewarding benefit of being a part of USDA was meeting dancers from all across this great nation of ours, plus 
Canada, Japan and other places I had never heard of. (Japan has always impressed me that the number of dancers they bring to our 
National Convention will exceed some of our states.)  Some I have met in person, such as Marilyn Schmit from OR (not my list).  
Marilyn is a former USDA Executive Committee member who was leaving USDA as I was coming in, but she has been a faithful 
supporter and promoter of USDA and our programs. Others I met  through communication such as email, USPS, phone calls, etc., 
but I feel as if I know them.  I have never met Randy and Lorraine Pratt from New Mexico, but they have been such an inspiration 
and help-mate over the years.  Sally Baechle, another former USDA person that I have nevert met, but we have had a couple of 
wonderful phone conversations. There have been so many that I could not begin to mention them all, but they are embedded in my 
mind and heart. 

I previously mentioned the USDA group as a whole, but there are a couple of people I want to mention as being such a  
help to me.  First would be Jim Maczko.  Chances are there would not be a USDA without Jim.  He helped in getting this accom-
plished and is the only active charter member.  For that reason and not age, I consider Jim as my father figure and the one I turn to 
for solid advice and information.  Joy Richardson Vaccari, recently retired from USDA, was also a charter member of USDA and 
helped in organizing this fine organization.  I am so glad Joy waited for me to get to know her before she retired.  A wonderful lady 
and we miss her.  You can see our picture on page 12 and I don’t care what the ca[tioon at the bottom of the page says, she is not 
winning.  That is an optical illusion. 

Bonnie Abramson, what would I have done without you?  Bonnie and I have spent many nights burning the midnight oil working 
on the USDA NEWS.  Actually I was burning the midnight oil in TN while she was having dinner in CA.  Regardless of the time 
difference she was a tremendous help and I appreciate you so much Bonnie. 

Then in 2013 I met Tony Rock and his lovely wife Diana.  I had gone a little early to the site of our Tuesday meeting and I met 
Tony and Diana coming toward me.  We had never met and I want to introduce myself so I walked over and said “good morning, I 
am Larry Dunkel” and before I could say more Tony said, “Larry, good to see you.”  Tony is blind and he just said “good to see 
you.”  I’m sure I had a very confused look on my face as I turned to  Diana and said, “He didn’t  meant that did he?”  She shook her 
head and with the loveliest smile, said no”, and I knew right then Tony and I would be friends.  So, if you have read where I made a 
comment like Tony and I not seeing eye to eye on something or I don’t understand why Tony can’t see the problem here and 
thought I was being mean, I was but with his permission.    While Tony has been blind forever I am in the process of loosing my 
sight so that put us on equal ground.  What I  admire most is that Tony  does not let his handicap  interfere with life.  His accom-
plishments are absolutely amazing. I am very envious of Tony, not because of his  accomplishments  but because everywhere he 
and Diana go, they hold hands.  I did ask if I could do that and both told me NO!  I would never have met Tony and Diana had it 
not been for USDA.       

In closing I would like to thank each of you for allowing me the privilege of being your editor for the past 11 
years.  I don’t recall ever doing anything that I have enjoyed more than this.  While the picture on the right is not 
my favorite it does reflect the sadness I am experiencing at this time. Thank you Judy Taylor for not deleting this  
( as you should have) when you took the picture.           
 (Continued on page 11) 

A MESSAGE FROM  

THE EDITOR 
LARRY DUNKEL 
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EVENTS IN THE WESTERN REGION 
LPaul & Sally Schmidt, Western Region VP  

WESTERN REGION REPORT 
(Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 

Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming) 
 

Well, as we write this it looks like Groundhog Day was not a joke this year – winter continues here in San 
Diego (rain and snow!) and across the country. We hope better weather is ahead as we are looking forward 
to a variety of springtime travel.  
 
The weekend of April 21-23 will find us in Yuba City in Northern California for the 62nd California State Square Dance 
Convention. This is the first California State Convention in four years so we are anticipating a great turn-out and a  
wonderful event. The second weekend in May we travel to Spokane, WA for the USAWest Policy Board meeting and a 
visit to a potential site for the 2025 USAWest Square Dance Convention. We will be in Lodi, CA over Memorial Day 
weekend for the Northern California Square Dancers Association Golden State Round-up. Then, in mid-June, we will 
hop in our RV to head east to the 72nd National Square Dance Convention® in Mobile, AL. Looking ahead, mark your 
calendars for the 20th USAWest Square Dance Convention which will be held in Albuquerque, NM from July 26-29.  
Unfortunately, due to family commitments and event conflicts we are unable to attend and support the State Festivals in 
Utah, Montana, Idaho, and Washington this year. 
 
Don’t forget that USDA hosts its annual Board of Directors meeting in conjunction with the National Square Dance 
Convention®. This year’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 21 at 1:00 PM at the Renaissance Riverview Hotel in 
Mobile. The annual meeting is YOUR opportunity to learn about USDA’s many programs, services, and materials that 
support dancers and promote dancing across the country. Be sure to also visit our tables at the Showcase of Ideas to meet 
USDA officers and collect leadership and education materials to support your clubs and dancers back at home! 
 
At the completion of our third term as Western Region Vice President in June 2023, we will be “termed out” of the  
position. USDA has received a nomination for a new Western Region VP, and we look forward to supporting them once 
they are elected and installed in June. We hope to continue our affiliation with this wonderful organization in appointed 
Executive Committee positions.  

 
 
Live Lively, Square Dance! 

LPaul & Sally Schmidt 

Make a Difference 
Support Our Youth  With Your Donation to the 

FOUNDERS MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
visit our website for details—www.usda.org (then Programs—Youth Dancer Information) 
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PLAINS REGION REPORT 
(Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,  Oklahoma, South Dakota,  
Texas, Wisconsin ) 
 
The Plains Region again finds itself ready to embark on the New Year and a new season of square dance.  Our part of the 
Plains Region is usually on the quiet side as far as conventions and festivals during the season of “white” landscape and 
the holiday season.  The exciting news is the information and registration blanks for upcoming 2023 Square Dance Con-
ventions which greet us both at our mailbox and computer.  Square Dance Conventions are on the positive side as we 
hear about new dancer classes in progress.  Some classes on the larger size and some are smaller, but whatever size they 
are it is growth!  

Our most exciting event at this point in 2023 was our journey to Bismarck, North Dakota for the USDA Winter Execu-
tive Board Meeting.  The journey was awesome with temps COLD, warm hospitality, the flat landscape, and a sea of 
white, dotted with “islands” of farms!  It was a great meeting, wonderful facilities, and a FUN dance!  As we schedule 
our coming events, both family and square dance, we will attempt to visit different areas.  If you have an event or know 
of a festival, please let us know. 

Our hope is dancers have been taking advantage of the USDA Webinars.  If there is a topic you would like to have  
included or any improvements, please let USDA know. 

As the snow leaves our area, spring blooms into summer, square dancers will be finding the roads leading to festivals, 
dances and conventions.  Please be safe, stay healthy, and have fun!  We hope our dance floor will be full and the square 
dance population will continue to show growth with returning dancers and new dancers.   

We look forward to seeing many of you at the USDA Board of Directors Meeting this June in Mobile, Alabama. 

Sincerely and God’s blessings, 
Ellery & Karen Gulbrand  

EVENTS IN THE PLAINS REGION 
Ellery & Karen Gulbrand, USDA Plains Region VP 

EVENTS IN THE CENTRAL REGION 
Scott & Sandy Ebright, Central Region VP  

CENTRAL REGION REPORT 
(Alabama, Florida, Gergia, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina,  

Tennessee, and West Virginia  

Y'all will likely never find a better group of square dancers than USDA officers.  That is not a statement about their  
dancing skills, rather it refers to their hard work and dedication.  Being the new kids on the USDA block Sandy and I still 
are impressed at every turn.  In the middle of a North Dakota winter we all met to try to solve the world problems.  Well, at 
least for the square dance world.  This group braved the cold so they could help every member square dancer! 
 

The Central Region of USDA has 12 states.  Our travels so far this past year have taken us to conventions in 7 of these  
states (Tennessee, North Carolina, Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia, Indiana, and Florida).  In every case, the attendance  
showed improvement over the COVID years.  We hope to see this growth continue.  We are still making efforts to visit the 
other 5 states (Mississippi, Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, and South Carolina) ASAP.  
 

Speaking of growth, we would like to mention that there are a ton of resources on the USDA website.  Every pamphlet  
you see on the USDA table at conventions is available online for you to print, or just read in electronic format.  There  
are also webinars that offer live educational opportunities!  The past webinars are there as well.  We hope y'all will take the 
time to explore the topics of interest on the USDA website.Scott & Sandy Ebright 

IHS, 
Scott & Sandy Ebright 
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USDA INSURANCE COORDINATORS NOTES 
Elizabeth Sanders 

Greeting Everyone, 

Have you registered for the 72nd NSDC to be held in Mobile, AL, June 21 – 24, 2023.  If not then it’s not too late.  There 

will be two sessions for insurance this year.  Thursday, June 22 (9am, Mobile Bay Ballroom 2) and Friday, June 23 

(1pm, Grand Bay Ballroom 2).  Plan to attend but be sure to check the listings at the convention to make sure there has 

not been a change in time or location. 

There are several important issues that need to be addressed.  The first is the insurance portal.  There is one time during 

the year when you can delete a facility and/or a name from the roster and that is the ONLY time that you can delete 

names and facilities.  That time is when you are registering your club for the first time each year.  After you have paid 

for your club, you cannot delete any names or facilities.  That includes any members that passed during the year, left 

your club for another club or who just stopped dancing.   

The next issue is accidents.  In the past we have told the clubs that when a dancer arrives at the dance they are covered 

once they leave their car.  But that has changed.  According to the insurance company now, the dancer must be in the 

facility where the dance is occurring.   

What do you do if you need a replacement certificate or a certificate for a new facility.  If you need one for a new facility 

you should go into the portal and add the facility.  Send an email to let me know that you need a copy of the new certifi-

cate.  If you have lost your certificates, email me and I will send the certificates to you again.  It’s that simple. 

I will be keeping limited hours between now and October 1.  Saturday and Sunday’s I am off; emails will be checked 

Monday thru Saturday.  You may call me at 706-759-3642 (it is not a FAX) but remember I am in the Eastern Time 

Zone.  No calls after 9pm Eastern Time.  I promise I won’t call the Pacific Time Zone people at 9am Eastern when it is 

6am Pacific Time.  Likewise those in the Pacific and Mountain Time Zone be aware of what time you are calling me. 

There will be dates in June when I will not be available by phone while traveling and attending the 72nd NSDC.  Those 

dates are June 18 thru 30. 

As always, you can call or email me with questions you may have. 

 
Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Sanders 

USDA National Insurance Coordinator

P O Box 417 

Stephens, GA 30667 

sqdanins@gmail.com or insurance@usda.org 
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DANCING IN HAWAII 
Submitted by Lilly Hardin 

The 54th Aloha Square Dance Festival was held December 1-3, 2022, at the Queen Kapiolani Hotel and the Ala Wai 
country club.  The festival, typically held the first week in February was canceled in 2021 and delayed in 2022 due to 
COVID.  The festival included three nights of dancing plus all day Saturday.  This was the first opportunity for local 
Honolulu area dancers to dance as their venue in Pearl City was closed from March of 2020 until January of 2023.   

Over 70 dancers flew in from all over the US and Japan to participate in the event. Buddy Weaver facilitated the event  
providing hotel accommodations, site seeing and a Sunset Dinner cruise for participants registered for the 2022 Hawai-
ian Dream Trip. Participants could also register for the Aloha Festival Dance events only.   

The Paradise Shufflers, Square Wheelers and Hayseeds as well as Hawaii Roundabouts Honolulu’s square and round 
dance clubs were wonderful hosts providing refreshments and a warm welcome to all.  Callers included Buddy Weaver, 
Ken Bower, Gary Shoemake, Jerry Gilbreath, Lanny Weakland, and Dan Preedy.  Dan and Allison Drumheller provided 
rounds between tips and round dancing workshops on Saturday. Local Hawaii caller Shorty Long pitched in to call a few 
tips and ensure everyone had a great time. 

The next Aloha Square Dance Festival is scheduled for November 30-December 3, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

National Western Stock & Rodeo  
Submitted by Judy Taylor 

 
 

In January, The Denver area square dancers were excited to do four different demos at the National Western Stock Show 
and Rodeo.  There were three squares of dancers on each of the four days; twelve clubs from the Denver area entertained 
the on-lookers.  Extra dancers roamed the crowd to take names for up-coming classes.  Mike Olivieri (far right of  
picture) did the calling on this day (1-9-23); callers on the other three days were:  Bob Gaunt, Todd Albright and  
Molly Baines. 

Square dancing is such a crowd-pleaser in this western venue; our favorite activity is picking up interest in the Colorado 
area!  We encourage other areas to find places to do demos, to keep dancing in the public eye. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

As we sit here in front of the computer contemplating what to write, many wonderful people and fond  
memories flood our thoughts.  This June 2023 we will celebrate our 10 year anniversary as members of the United 
Square Dancers of America Executive Committee (USDA EC).  Mike and Pat Matsko and Len and Connie Houle  
invited us onto the USDA EC as Chairman of Education and Publications, a position we held from 2013-2019. We 
quickly discovered that this group of dancers were some of the most dedicated and hardworking people we had ever met, 
not to mention they are extremely helpful, caring and friendly.   

As a result of our affiliation with the USDA we have met so many dancers throughout the entire country, more than we 
can begin to count.  Most of these folks we would see only once a year, however they seemed like lifelong friends  
every time we would gather together.  What did we have in common?  We all loved to square dance and worked together  
to further the activity in any way that we could. 18 years ago we searched for a way to celebrate our 25th wedding  
anniversary and decided to learn something new like square dancing.  Why not?  We never imagined the depth of the 
relationships that would be formed.   

We have served in many positions on the EC over the years, however the two years as President of USDA were by far 
the most challenging yet rewarding as they just happened to fall during the years of the COVID pandemic 2019-2021.  
The USDA EC, whom we already thought was amazing, stepped up even more to attend our first ever ZOOM meetings 
as we finalized the many details of the new USDA 501(C) 3 program. When the pandemic shutdown happened, the  
EC stepped into action once again to plan the first USDA Annual Board of Directors Meeting on line instead of in  
person.  Following many USDA EC ZOOM conference calls, all of the normally scheduled June meetings went off via 
the internet without any major difficulties. 

Also during our term as USDA President, the Executive Committee sadly lost 3 prior USDA EC  
members (Shirley White, Connie Houle, and Bill Flick) and 1 then current long time member (Jim Weber).  Even though 
we had met Shirley years earlier, we didn’t really have the opportunity to serve on the USDA EC with her and didn’t 
know her well.  However, this was not the case with Connie, Bill, and Jim.  Losing each of them was not only a difficult 
time for the USDA EC as a whole, but was personally trying for us as we considered each one a dear friend.  We were 
extremely honored and humbled to represent USDA when we were asked to speak at Bill Flick’s funeral service.  We 
feel we have become better individuals as a result of our rich relationships with each of these dear square dancers.  Yes, 
wonderful friends we would not have known had it not been for our involvement with the USDA EC. We could go on 
forever sharing all of the many ways that we were blessed working with such an outstanding group of people and we 
have thoroughly enjoyed every moment of friendship as we worked together to enhance our square dance activity.  

 After all of these memories and many more that we did not have time or space to write in this article, we are  
announcing our retirement from the United Square Dancers of America Executive Committee.  It is definitely with 
mixed emotions that we leave the committee, but with hope in our hearts that those we have met and worked with so 
closely over the last 10 years will remain forever friends.  After all, isn’t that what square dancing is all about?   
 
                                                                                  Friendship set to music.  

                   It is our prayer that our Lord and Savior will bless all of you as you “Live Lively, Square Dance!” 

 

                            In His love and service, 

                 Tony & Diana Rock 
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 (Continued from page 4) 
Since this is  my final edition as editor of USDA NEWS I wanted to address a few concerns.  I have heard comments that some have thought that I 
would sometimes fall asleep during a meeting.  That is simply not true, although I do have a medical condition that could make it appear that way.  I 
have been diagnosed with Sleep Apnea which in medical terms simply means, “I am bored to death.  Is he never going to shut up?”  
  
Some have asked why I ride a scooter around the convention halls.  I offer three reasons for that and you can select the one you feel most fitting:   
 A - He’s old                                 B -  He’s lazy                                C -   He’s smarter than I am 
 
.For the past 11 years you have tolerated my editorials and other writings and I am eternally grateful for that.  My apologies to the English teachers 
and scholars that heard nail scratching on the blackboard whenever they read one of my writings.  
 
I have saved my masterpiece for this final edition.  Since our President, Mark Krebsbach begins his Presidents Report with a poem I thought I  
would follow suite and I will end my article that way.   When someone wants to know how I am doing I respond with the following’ 

  
 I BELIEVE MY GOLDED YEARS ARE HERE 

I’m losing my hair and my eyesight as well,  
my hearing is fading fast as I am sure you can tell. 

My thyroid acts up from time to time. 
Not sure what it does, but I take my medicine, one pill at a time. 

I get those seasonal allergies twice a year.  
I take more pills to get my head all clear. 

Sleep Apnea is what I got, the doctor said, 
so she ordered  me a C-PAP to sit by my bed. 

Yes I get that occasional crick-in the neck 
but I am older than dirt so what the heck. 

Charley Horse and Arthur Ritus come to see me most every day 
but they are easily managed with a tube of Ben Gay. 

Charlie and Arthur are pretty good guys 
Then here comes E.D. like the devil in disguise. 

 I turned down the TV, then sat on the bed. 
I wanted to hear every word he said. 

Don’t spend your money on that little blue pill. 
Won’t do you no good, you’re over the hill. 

Had my left hip replaced around 2010 
but it will wear out and I will have to do it again. 

My ankles and legs were swelling late at night. 
So my veins were rerouted, now my blood flows right. 

Believe it or not my knees seem OK. 
At least they get me thru the day. 

That about does it except for my big toe. 
I had a little accident many years ago. 

Now my friends (?) call me nine-toes, they think it’s a gas. 
I sure hope I’m around when they fall on their grass.  

 
I am extremely careful if I have to climb a ladder. 

Seems all I got left is my heart and my gallbladder. 
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MEET YOUR NEW EDITORS 
ART & LILLY HARDIN 

Effective with the next issue, July-September USDA NEWS will have Art and Lilly Hardin as the 
editors.  They have been married for 38 years and live in Silverthorne, Colorado, located 70 miles 
due west of Denver. 

You have heard me comment on what kind of club we would have if everyone in it was like me.  If everyone was like 
Art and Lilly we would see a boom in square dancing that would remind us of  the 50’s.  They started square dancing 
in 2014 and have never looked back.  They are not the one night a week dancers or the couple of weekends out of the 
month.  They are committed, but why wouldn’t they be?  What else can you do in  Denver*?  Oh, of course, you could 
ski.  I had not gotten to that yet but, Lilly is a certified professional ski instructor. 

Since becoming square dancers in 2014 they have attended every Colorado State Square Dance Festival and they are 
on the planning committees for the 2023 and the 2024 festivals.  One could assume that they enjoy conventions and 
festivals as they have severed four times as USDA Delegates from Colorado.  They are on the promotions committee 
for the 72nd National Convention in June (Mobile, AL) and they are the chairmen of the program committee for the 
74th National Convention in 2025 (Shreveport, LA).   

That is their National involvement,.  Here are a few things they are doing locally.  The have served two terms as the 
President of their home club, the Timberline Toppers in Frisco, CO.  Currently they are serving a three year term as  
the director for the Denver Area Round and Square Dance Council. They have previously served as council  
representatives, vice president and as president of the Colorado State Square Dance Association. 

And most importantly, they do have experience as editors.   

While I could continue to fill this page with information about the Hardins, I will stop and let them finish telling you 
about their hiking, biking, skiing and running  ½  marathons.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

*No letters please.  The above reference to Denver is my humorous way of introducing Lilly’s credential's as a skier.  
Denver is a beautiful city with lots of things to do and see.   

Written by out-going editor, Larry Dunkel with information provided by the Hardens. 

 

 

Looks like Larry & Joy are running late for aother meeting. 
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FREE PHARMACY DISCOUNT CARD 
CLIP AND USE THIS  CARD AND SAVE.  SHARE IT WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 
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ARTS Travel The 
Dancer’s Online Travel 

Web Site 
Turn your Vaca ons & Dance 

Travel into Dona ons 
Book your personal and business and   

dance travel on our new  
travel website,  

www.arts-dancetravel.com ! 
 

Every time you do, Alliance of Rounds 
Traditional and Square Dance (ARTS) 

will receive a portion of the travel com-
missions. 

You get the same low rates offered by 
other travel websites while helping to 
raise funds for ARTS. 
 
It's simple! 

Book your travel to the  
72nd NSDC in Mobile, AL 
and support dancing at 

the same time. 
Book Golf Tee Times,  Get Event Tickets, Send 

flowers, Site Seeing Ac vi es 

    Logon to         www.arts‐dancetravel.com 
72nd Na onal Square Dance Conven on® 

June 21‐24, 2023 Mobile, AL 



 

             USDA NEWS  VOLUME XXXV  ISSUE 2  APR‐JUN                                                                                                                             PAGE 29 

Send the USDA NEWS Editor your State Association/Federation 

Convention dates and they will be listed here at no charge. 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

2023  2023 

Jun 9-10 

 May 5-6 63rd Ohio Dance Convention 
Crowne Plaza Columbus North 
6500 Doubletree Ave 
Columbus, OH 432229 
General Chair:  Terri & Jeff Ross 
        740 815-6116 
63rdohiodanceconvengenchair@gmail.com  
Register online:ohiodanceconvention.com   

See AD Page 24 

Jul 11-13 65th International Square Dance  
         Camporee—Hoedown 
James E. Ward Ag Ctr 
945 E Baddour Pkwy 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Contact:  Ozzie & Ruth Osborn 
518 859-0763 
65thNDSCACamporee@gmail.com 
Facebook:  65th NSDCA Camporee 
More info:   www.nsdca.org See AD Page  16 

 

 

48th Tennessee Square& Round 
       Dance Convention 
W. L. Mills Conference Center 
234 Historic Nature Trail 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 

www.tnsquaredance.org See Ad Page 

—67th Colorado State Convention  
Dance in Denim under the Stars 

Featured Caller: Buddy Weaver 
1717 Denver West Blvd, Golden, CO 
Register online: ColoradoSquareDanceFestival.com 

Jul 26-29 20th USAWest Square Dance Convention-
Albuquerque Marriott 
 
2101 Louisiana Blvd NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
General Chairmen: Randy & Lorraine Pratt 
generalchair@newmexico.usawest.net 
505-415-1124 

2024 

 

Jan 19-20, 2024         69th Florida State Square & Round  
                                             Dance Convention 

               Volusia County Fairgrounds 
        3150 E. New York Ave. 

DeLand, FL 32824 

 

Oct 13-14 73rd Arkansas State Dance  
Federation Fall Festival 
 Ramada Inn by Wyndham   
Convention Center 
1127 Northeast Hwy 62B 
Mountain Home, AR 72653 

May 12-14 76th Silver State Square and Round 
                Dance Festival 
Nugget Resort Casino 
Sparks, NV 
Tim Stephens, Chairman  650 703-1215 
stephenstb3@gmail.com 
www.squaredancenevada.org 

59th Michigan Square & Round 
              Dance Convention 
Radisson Plaza Hotel & Suites 
1200 W. Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
Ray & Ilidia Wiles 734 637-8819 
misd2rw@gmail.com 
www.squaredance-michigan.com 

 

Aug 17-19 

See Ad‐Page 14 

 

 Apr 28-29 North  Dakota Square & Round  
             Dance Convention 
St. Anthony’s of Padua  
             Cathlolic Church 
710  10th St South 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Bernadette McNeill  701 293-6620 
mcneil95421@gmail.com 
squaredancenorthdakota.com 

Aug 3‐5 
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USDA NEWS 

The USDA NEWS publica on is a quarterly publica on covering all aspects of the Square Dance ac vity.  Each issue of USDA 

NEWS, which averages 32‐36 pages, is provided FREE to all known dance publica on editors; leaders of state, na onal, and  

interna onal organiza ons; and USDA Affiliates, Officers and Directors. 

USDA NEWS is available to all others at a yearly subscrip on rate of only $6.00.  The subscrip on rate does not pay for the  

newsle er but does assist in the postal costs.  To keep abreast of square dance events, leadership and educa on ar cles, and to 

maintain your awareness and knowledge of the total ac vity, you should be reading the USDA NEWS. 

If you would like to receive no ce when a new issue is posted on our website please click here (or type in the address  ‐ —
www.Subscribe.USDA.org)  and follow  the instruc ons.  As soon as a new on‐line edi on is posted you will receive an email with 

a link to the website. 

For your own personal copy of the quarterly USDA NEWS, complete the form below and return it with a check made out to USDA 

to the USDA NEWS Editor.  If you would like to send a subscrip on as a gi  please complete the “gi  from” form as well as the 

“subscrip on for” form.  We will send a card to the person receiving the gi  subscrip on to let them know they are receiving this 

as a gi  from you. 

USDA NEWS SUBSCRIPTION 

This is a subscrip on for: 

 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________ STATE: _____________  ZIP: ___________ . __________(Must Have + 4 Digits) 

PHONE:  ____________________________________EMAIL:_______________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  ____________________________________EMAIL:_______________________________________________________      

PHONE: ______________________________  Email: ___________________________________________ 

Please type or print clearly. Be sure the form is complete. 

A ach check or money order for appropriate amount payable to USDA 

 □   I qualify for Free Subscrip on:  (must be renewed annually) 

Organiza on:  _______________________________________  Office _______________________ □ USDA Affiliate 

If publica on editors, Name of Publica on ___________________________Email _____________________ 

MAIL COMPLETED FORM and PAYMENT TO : Larry Dunkel, 6012 Ridgeview Rd., Knoxville, TN 37918‐8201 

If this is a gi  a subscrip on and you would like for USDA to send a card announcing your gi , please complete this form. 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________ STATE: _____________  ZIP: ___________ . __________(Must Have + 4 Digits) 

PHONE:  ____________________________________EMAIL:_______________________________________________________

             1 year—$6.00                2 Years—$12.00                        3 Years—$18.00 

      Subscrip on Type —            New                    Renewal         Gi  
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USDA ADVERTISING  POLICY 

USDA NEWS accepts ads and flyers in camera-ready form only and of the proper size.  Proper size is  7 ½ X 10 for a 
full size page or 7 ½x 5 for a half page.    Ads should be submitted in digital form in .jpeg, png, or .pdf formats.  

Make check payable to United Square Dancers of America and mail to the editor.  Name and address can be found on 
the back cover of each issue.  Checks must be received within 7 days of receiving the digital ad file.   Unpaid ads will 
not be printed. 

Deadline Dates are one month before the issue date with issues published quar ter ly.   

USDA NEWS has two editions; a printed edition and an on-line edition.  The printed edition is a black and white copy 
except for the cover and the four center pages.  The four center pages are available for purchase for your flyers and ads 
and are sold on a first-come basis.  The on-line edition is a full color copy.  When submitting copies for black and 
white advertising in the printed edition you can send a color copy for use.  It will be printed in black and white, but the 
on-line copy will be in color. 

.  

 

 

. 

                                          ADVERTISING RATES 

             COLOR                BLACK & WHITE 

½ Page                                $25.00            $20.00 

Full Page  ‐ 1 side             $45.00            $35.00 

Full Page—2 sides           $60.00            $50.00 

Publication           Deadline 

Jan‐Mar            Dec 01 

Apr‐Jun                          Mar 01 

Jul—Sep                         Jun 01 

Oct—Dec          Sep 01                          

          GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER?  SUMMER?

     

                HAVE YOU MOVED?         

             

We don’t want you to miss a single copy of USDA NEWS, so please no fy us of any change of address as soon as possible.  If you 

go away for an extended period of  me let us know the new address and the dates involved and  

we will see that you con nue to get your copy wherever your current address might be. 

                                

When you plan a move please send your new address as soon as possible.   

 USDA NEWS PUBLICATION POLICY 

USDA NEWS is the official newsletter of the United Square Dancers of America, the largest square dance organization 
in the world.  Our goal is to cover all aspect of the square dance activity.  USDA NEWS is not copyrighted and we 
welcome the reprinting of any material by USDA Affiliates and other publications.  A credit line is appreciated 
whenever any of our material is reprinted.   

We also welcome articles of interest to the square dance world in general.  When submitting  articles for use in USDA 
NEWS you must include your name, address, phone number and email address and also indicate the author of the 
article.  The editor does reserves the right to reject, edit, omit, or rewrite all material submitted. 

The opinions expressed within the publication does not necessarily reflect that of USDA or the Editorial staff. 



 

             USDA NEWS  VOLUME XXXV  ISSUE 2  APR‐JUN                                                                                                                             PAGE 32 


