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SAYING GOODBYE IS HARD TO DO……………………...P15
Remembering three of our finest.
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LPAUL SCHMIDT—ARE YOU SUPPORTING SQUARE
DANCING………………………………………………...P18
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68TH NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTION—
Did you know that pre-registration has already gone
over 3000? Check out page 22 to stay abreast of what
is in store in Metero Atlanta this June.

—
—
—
-

Our VP’s in each region have been extremely busy the past
few months. See what they have been doing—P5-7.
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FREE PHARMACY
DISCOUNT CARDS

CLIP AND USE THIS CARD AND SAVE

-

To one and all, near and far, - Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that we are sending 2018 on its
way, and welcoming another year of fun and fellowship into the fold.
We have closed our 2018 on a bit of a quiet note as Sally’s “curved” spine (scoliosis with disk
degeneration) finally decided it no longer wanted to take on our “square” activity. She had two-part
spinal surgery in late November, and is home recovering and anxious to get back to the dance floor in
the new year. Prior to the surgery, we did enjoy attending a couple of California festivals including
San Diego’s own annual Fiesta de la Cuadrilla. And of course we are doing our best to keep on top of
USDA business.
We would like to thank our Eastern Region Vice Presidents, Tony & Diana Rock, for making
arrangements for us to visit the Pittsburgh, PA area for our 2019 Winter Executive Committee
Meeting the last weekend in January. The Winter Meeting provides the Executive Committee with
the opportunity to review the status of all USDA programs, and prepare for USDA-sponsored activities
held in conjunction with the annual National Square Dance Convention. Of course they have
also scheduled in some time for dancing and sight-seeing while we are all in the area. We are sending
positive thoughts for San Diego-style winter weather for a few days, at least!
As we look at our square dances small and large, and talk with dancers around the state and country,
we continue to reflect on how to maintain and grow this wonderful activity. We have so many
individual dancers that want to show up and dance, whether it a quick stop at a weekly dance or a
special travel to a festival or convention. We often hear – wow, “X & Y” put on a great dance, or “well,
they really didn’t advertise much.” But who’s dance is it? That’s right, each dance is YOUR dance and
OUR dance. We need to support with our attendance, with helping out the club or organization
putting on the event, with a small donation here and there, and especially with promoting each and
every dance we learn about. That way there will be dancers and dances for all of us to enjoy for years
to come.
It is our honor to serve as president of this outstanding organization that supports dancers at the club,
regional, and state levels across the United States. Live Lively, Square Dance! We hope to see you
soon in a square.

LPaul & Sally Schmidt

-

Larry D

-

Being from Alabama, Fall is for SEC Football! But we were able to mix is some great dancing
opportunities as well.
September 14th-15th we had an amazing weekend in Somerset at the Kentucky Federation of Square
Dancer’s 2018 Square Dance Hoedown. Friday night we were treated to the General Butler Bash
callers Jack Pladdys, Wed Dyer, Tom Davis, and Mark Patterson. Saturday afternoon we spent the day
dancing hot hash and high energy to a great line up including Travis Cook and Kristy Williams. Vicky
Emberson and the convention committee (pictured) put together a fun filled and entertaining weekend.

September 21st- 22nd we attended the 47th Annual Georgia Convention Lets Sail Away in Athens.
One of the most unique aspects of this convention was the gang of “kids” running around with caller
Steve Holzhausen dancing in elevators, in hallways, on the patio, on the curb, and anywhere else he
could fit them. It was an amazing site to see these young people having so much fun square dancing.
November 3rd–4th
we attended the 29th
Indiana Square and
Round Dance
Convention
Back to the Fifties
at the beautiful
French Lick Resort.
This was another amazing dancing opportunity for us.

Tom Miller was the featured caller for Friday
nights Presidents Ball. Our own Milene McCall
presented an awesome education session
“What is the USDA” on Saturday.
We were also able to attend an education session by the
National Square Dance Convention® Bid Committee and hear about all the exciting
things they are planning for the 2022 NSDC in Evansville, Indiana. We wish them luck with their
bid.We have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the USDA family these past 2 years. It has led us to
many great dancing opportunities and we have made many new friends on the journey.
71st

(Continued page 12)
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So much has happened since I wrote the last article for USDA News that it’s difficult to know where to
begin. Much of the information that I gave you has changed. Good news is that the rate has not
changed and will remain at $4.75 for 2019! I can only apologize for this delay as I did not know what
was happening. As you may remember when we were getting ready for 2018 enrollments we had some
changes to our procedures. First they moved our insurance group to another agent who made several
changes where we went from one person handling our services to a group doing the work. That change
was successful; however, Markel determined that it was taking too many man-hours to get our work
completed with their new system. So in July another plan was hatched where Markel would outsource
our business to an organization that would better service our needs. I was only asked what was the
latest date for this setup to be completed and operational. I said November 1st. Well, that did not happen partly due to Hurricane Michael who rendered the developers of our program based in Florida
without power. Our new management group RPS Bollinger Sports & Leisure will be wonderful to
us in the long run. It’s just been a difficult start.
Before you read this article, you will have heard from me about the new system and it will be
generating new certificates for all our clubs. You will not receive a new USDA # - the USDA# from
2018 will remain the same. Please use these numbers on everything you submit to me. Next year it
should be a breeze getting your enrollments completed and certificates back to you; this year will have
some bumps in the road but I along with Bollinger will get you what you need. This system is actually
set up so that clubs can do their own enrollments if they wish, the insurance chairman can handle the
enrollments and if neither wants to or is unable to enter the information then Bollinger will do it.
Some things will not be changing for this year such as any new club must still be submitted to me
the same as in the past with complete paperwork. Bollinger will have to enter all new clubs into the
system. Afterwards the club or chairman can add members and request certificates from the link.
Certificates will still go to the insurance chairman but not until I have receive payment for the club
for their renewal. Insurance chairmen will still distribute certificate to their associations or clubs.
Additional members can be added to the club roster by using the link but you will need to remember to
send money into me for those additions. Club accident report and event notification forms will still be
sent to me.
When in doubt call or send an email and I will, as always, be happy to assist you. Please remember
you are not to contact Bollinger; all contact goes through me on any issues. I do believe that once we
get use to these new procedures we will be pleased with this decision made by Markel.

Pat Inglis
USDA National Insurance Chairman
P.O. Box 22, Tucker, GA 30085-0022
Phone 404/298-6148
FAX 404/298-6149
E-mail usda.insurance@usda.org
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USDA TRAVELER PROGRAM
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USDA CENTENNIAL AWARD PROGRAM
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USDA YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
–

—

USDA HANDICAPABLE PROGRAM
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USDA PUBLICATIONS & EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

WAYS and MEANS

FEATURE ARTICLE
CENTENNIAL AWARD—DR. WILLIAM HOWICK

FREE PHARMACY DISCOUNT CARDS

CLIP and SAVE

FEATURE ARTICLE
CENTENNIAL AWARD—GORDON SPANGLER

-

FEATURE ARTICLE
CENTENNIAL AWARD—DOROTHY PUMPHREY

Because we will be bidding in June to host the 72nd NSDC in Alabama, this will be our last term
serving as Vice-Presidents of the Central Region. We have until June to find a replacement,
so if you are interested in joining this wonderful organization please email us for more information at
usda.central.region.vp@usda.org.

-

USDA USA Traveler Program
The USDA USA Traveler program was initiated in 2002. There are always about 180-200 dancers participating at
any given time. This program is probably the only one that gives out rewards. After dancing in 48 States
and then again in 50 dancers receive a paid admission to a National Square Dance Convention. The dancers may
elect to do the program a second time around. Some of our dancers have opted for a third time around with no
reward. This program is well received by the Dancers, Callers, Cuers and Clubs. Clubs and callers have often gone
beyond the call of duty by setting a special dance for participants in areas where clubs may go dark. We have a few
International dancers participating in the program. We like to give out the badges at our Annual Meeting in June
but Badges and Bars can be mailed any time during the year as well. The main goal of the program is to encourage
visitation and make new friendships as you dance across the USA. There is no set time limit to complete the program, do it at your own pace. Frequent comments are "we had so much fun", "what a wonderful program", and
"Thank you to USDA for this fun program". Square Dance Campers actually formed a "Wagon Train" and danced
across the country on the way to the Portland, Oregon Convention. The Convention in New England offered a
bus tour with dances in all the New England States which turned out to be an extremely popular tour and many
dancers started their journey.
Forms are available online at www.usda.org, at many State Festivals, or from the program chairman. Joy Vaccari,
227 Hughes st NE, Ft Walton Beach, FL 32548. Emailjavajoy2@cox.net. Phone 850-243-9484.

-

Marshall Doyle Flippo.

-

—
Dana Schirmer, executive director of the International
Association of Square Dance Callers, said Kopman was “one of
the geniuses of square dancing and choreography. It was kind of
awe-inspiring . There was nothing that held him back. He knows
how to challenge everybody with just the simplest calls.”

Lee Kopman, pictured with his
wife Lilith, on Dec. 25, 2017

Lee was featured in the last issue of USDA NEWS, shortly after
learning that he had bladder cancer. The article was a reprint of
an email from Lee’ son Steve recalling memories of growing up
in the Kopman home. Even as early as age five, Steve was helping his dad arrange checkers, write and name new calls.

In fifty plus years, Lee contributed more than 500 calls and it would be a rare occasion that you would
find a square dance without a Lee Kopman call.
He gave so much, yet ask for nothing in return. Again I ask, Whose is Gonna Fill His Shoes?’
Frank Drury Lane (94) was born in Atchison, KS on June 2, 1924.
He became a professional square dance caller in 1953 and married
Barbara DuBois in 1955, a marriage that lasted 63 years. Together
they traveled to all 50 states and 6 foreign countries pursuing that
career. In 1967 they moved to Estes Park, CO In 1967 where they
built a house and spent the rest of their lives. They built a square
dance hall, called The Dance Ranch, there which they operated for
32 years. Previously they operated a square dance hall in the Big
Thompson Canyon
He was a founding member of CALLERLAB, the International Association of Professional Callers, and received the Milestone Award,
the highest award given by that association. He was also a Gold
Card member of CALLERLAB and served on several executive committees. Whose Gonna Fill His Shoes?

-

-

-

ARE YOU SUPPORTING SQUARE DANCING?
Have you been to one of your club dances lately? Did you have a good time? Who’s dance is it? That’s
right, it’s YOUR dance!
Were you at the San Diego Square Dance Association Third Saturday Roundup this month? If so, did
you have a good time? If not, why not? Who’s dance is it? Yes, it’s an SDSDA dance. But really, it’s
YOUR dance!
Were you at the SDSDA Fiesta the first weekend in November? If so, did you have a good time? If not,
why not? It’s a great facility (where else can you dance a whole weekend on beautiful hardwood floors).
The callers and cuers were great. The nearly 200 people who attended had a great time. Who’s dance is
it? Yes, it’s an SDSDA annual event. But really, it’s YOUR dance!
Did you attend the 2018 California State Square Dance Convention? If so, did you have a good time? I
did! If not, why not? Was it too far away? Were there callers or cuers that you didn’t really know? How
can you get to know these “out of town” callers if you don’t go dance to them? Who’s dance it is? Yes, it’s
a California Square Dance Council event. But really, it’s YOUR dance!
Are you registered for the 2019 California State Square Dance Convention? If yes, fantastic – I look forward to seeing you there! If not, why not? It’s right in your own backyard – just a two hour drive away,
with a reasonable registration price, reasonably-priced hotels nearby, and RV parking right on site.
There is a great mix of local and out-of-state callers and cuers. Who’s dance it is? Yes, it’s a California
Square Dance Council event. But really, it’s YOUR dance!
As I travel around the San Diego area, the state, and the country I keep hearing that we are losing
square dancers. But we also hear that some classes are doing really well. Where will our current and
future dancers go to dance, if we don’t ALL support our local, regional, and state events? If you can’t
attend for scheduling or financial reasons, consider making a donation to keep the events going. Then,
when you are able to attend you will have a place to go dance with tens or hundreds or maybe even
thousands of other folks who share your joy for this wonderful activity!
It’s YOUR dance. Wherever you live, wherever you travel, it’s your dance! Please support all our dances
and our dancers – north and south, east and west!
Please – I’d love to hear YOUR ideas too! Contact me at lpaulandsally@gmail.com.
LPaul Schmidt
Southern Area Vice President
California Square Dance Council
Note: This article was written for a local dancer publication in the San Diego, CA area. However, we
think it could apply nearly anywhere across our states, regions, and country.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?
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THE ROVING CAMERA
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