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USDA Youth Programs
 Overview Of Programs
 Youth Publications
 Recruiting Ideas
 Mascots & Logos
 USDA Involvement at National 

Square Dance Convention
 Scholarship Programs
 Non-USDA Programs
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USDA Youth Publications
 Take A Youthful Step to the 

Future (Booklet)
 USDA Youth Program
 Info On Competition in Youth 

Dancing
 USDA Scholarship Information
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Youth Logos & Mascots

 Frogs

 Upsilon Sigma Delta

 Musical Notes
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USDA Involvement in the 
National Square Dance Convention

 Workshops & Seminars
 Display in Showcase of Ideas
 Support of Youth Hall
 Door Prize Donation
 Pizza Party / Ice Cream Social

 USDA’s Youth After Party
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USDA Founders’ Memorial 
Youth Fund Scholarship

 Application Deadline – February 1st
 Open to High School Seniors and 

College Freshman
 Minimum of One $1000 Award
 Must be an active square, round, 

contra or clogging dancer
 Must be active in dance, school, 

church or social organization
 Must show leadership potential 6
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USDA Scholarship Application 
 Actual Application Form
 Minimum 3 Letters of 

Recommendation
 Essay – The Impact Square 

Dancing Has Had On My Life
 Affiliate Nomination Form – signed 

by President of USDA member 
Affiliate Organization
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Application Form
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Affiliate Nomination Form



Supporting Scholarship Program
 Encourage Students to Apply
 Donate to USDA’s Scholarship 

Fund
 USDA is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit 

so donations are tax deductible
 Donate as individual or group
 Donation form available on 

USDA website, 
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Other Scholarship Programs
 California designed application to 

mimic USDA’s Application
 Texas, Oregon, Missouri and other 

states offer youth scholarships.
 Check with your state or regional 

affiliate organization to see if they 
have a scholarship program
 If you decide to create your own, look 

to matching USDA requirements 12
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Recruiting Youth
 Family members & friends
 School, youth, social or church 

groups
 Home School organizations –

need PE options
 Dance/Social Clubs
 Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
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Ideas to Keep Youth Involved
 Welcome them – don’t shun 

them (some adults don’t want to 
dance with youth)

 Let them get involved on 
committees, etc.

 Encourage travel to other clubs, 
take them to party dances, 
events and conventions
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Ideas to Keep Youth Involved
 Kids like to “show off” and perform
 Encourage participation in school    

talent shows, 4-H events, etc.
 Perform/participate in dancing at fairs, 

community events, etc.
 Pacific Northwest Youth Dance 

Competition or Pennsylvania Farm 
Show

 Youth Group applied to America’s      
Got Talent 15
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CALLERLAB Caller Training
 Starter Kit for New Callers – free 

to under 21
 CALLERLAB Accredited Caller 

Coaches
 Reduced Membership Fee
 CALLERLAB Equipment Grant
 CALLERLAB Scholarship
 CALLERLAB – www.callerlab.org
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Specialty Youth Dancer Events
 Pacific Northwest Teen Dance 

Festival & Competition
 www.PNTSDF.org

 Pennsylvania Farm Show
 www.farmshow.PA.gov
 Tom Miller has info re: square 

dance competition –
tommil@verizon.net 17
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All Youth Forms

All Youth Forms, including pamphlets, 
booklets, Scholarship Application Form, 
Affiliate Nomination Form, Donation form 
are available on USDA website under 
Programs/Youth

http://www.usda.org/Youth.php
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Thank You!!

For more information contact:

Dan Reedy – USDA Youth Advisor
USDA.Youth.Advisor@usda.org

Bonnie Abramson 
USDA Social Media

SocialMedia@usda.org
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Join Us Next Month For

USDA Educational Materials*
Saturday, January 16, 2021

Featuring: Tony & Diana Rock, USDA 
Presidents, and Dale & Kathy Worthington, 
USDA Leadership Education Chairmen
Time: 2:00 pm Eastern / 1:00 pm Central / Noon 
Mountain / 11:00 am Pacific / 9:00 am Alaska & 
8:00 am Hawaii
*This workshop was previously scheduled for March. The 
January workshop, “Do You Hear What I Hear?” has been 
rescheduled for March
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