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WHAT’S INSIDE?
Summertime is a busy time for many of our USDA staff
as you will see as you read their articles. They have been quite busy
visiting clubs in their areas, special dances, attending conventions,
etc. Presidents LPaul & Sally Schmidt reports “9,193 miles, 69 days,
and 22 different states They left home and did not return for
2 1/2 months
Our Roving Camera has been quite busy as well. We have a couple
of pages of pictures from clubs and conventions from around the
country. I received way more than I have room for, so don’t be
offended if you sent pictures that were not used. Some of them may
appear in the next issue. If you happen to be in one of the pictures I
do hope you are smiling and having fun.
Makes a good
impression on non-dancers.
Marina White is this year’s Youth Founders Scholarship winner and
we have the details on her plus her report on what square dancing
has meant to her. A lovely and well deserving young lady.
Our Centennial Awards program continues to grow as more clubs
and dancers are learning that “we love old folks.”
We
presented one award just days before this issue went to the printers
and we have already scheduled two more in the next few weeks. A
few years ago we would have never dreamed that we would have 100
year old dancers. I also never dreamed I would have a car with
220,000 miles.

THANK YOU to the following for their contributions to
this edition of USDA NEWS.
The Roving Camera—Sally Schmidt, Judy Taylor, Frank
Hunter, and Lynda Willis
Special Articles—Scott & Brenda Deal, Marina White, and
Steve Kopman
Cover Design: Chris Dunkel

FREE PHARMACY
DISCOUNT CARDS

CLIP AND USE THIS CARD AND SAVE
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PRESIDENTS
LPaul & Sally Schmidt

MESSAGE

Happy fall to you all – we hope everyone had a wonderful summer and that now, as the days are
getting shorter, the air is getting cooler wherever you may be! It was a pleasure seeing so many of
our USDA affiliates represented at the National Square Dance Convention in Kansas City. If we
didn’t have the opportunity to see you at the Annual Meeting or in a square, then hopefully we will
do so next year in Atlanta.
We’ll summarize the story of our summer with a few numbers: 9,193 miles, 69 days, 22 different
states, 3 major square dance conventions. Yes, we spent our “summer vacation” on the road in our
fifth wheel trailer. We meandered our way to Kansas City, MO for the National Convention, then
headed east and north to the Canadian National Convention in London, Ontario, and finally worked
our way back west to the USA West Convention in Reno. Along the way, we added five states to our
efforts to complete the USA Traveler Program: Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, Illinois, and
North Dakota. We just received our bar for 36 states and have started our final form on our way to
48 and then the magical 50! It continues to amaze us how welcoming square dancers are and how
much fun they have when they get together – whether it’s a square or two dancing in a firefighter’s
hall in New York or more than 3000 avid fans filling the Kansas City Convention Center.
While on our eastern swing in July, we were honored to be able to present the USDA Youth
Scholarship Certificate to our 2018 winner: Marina White, from Bear, Delaware. (See photo on
page 7—Eastern VP Report)

Marina is a fourth generation square dancer and three of those

generations – Marina, her parents, and her grandmother – traveled with their club, the 2x4s, to visit
the Busy B’s Square Dance Club in Brooklawn, NJ where we met up to present the scholarship
award. We had several worthy applicants for the USDA Youth Scholarship this year, and the Board
of Directors has now approved adding a second scholarship each year should funds allow. Check out
the eligibility criteria and download an application form at www.usda.org/youth.htm. The program
is primarily supported by donations from dancers and dance organizations, and we were grateful to
receive several donations this year at the USDA Annual Meeting. Remember that youth dancers
are the future of our activity.
Enjoy a wonderful autumn of crisp nights, fall colors, and of course a square dance or two!
Live Lively, Square Dance! We hope to see you soon in a square.
LPaul & Sally Schmidt
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A NOTE FROM THE
Larry W. Dunkel

EDITOR

It was brought to my attention that I had stepped on some toes in a recent editorial, so
let me begin this editorial with an apology to my friends in Kansas. I had written about my first
experience away from my parent’s home and the beginning of my life as an “adult”. I spent a few
weeks in Kansas City, MO for some career training and while I was there I reached that long awaited
age of 18. Some friends took me to Kansas to celebrate this big event in my life with some liquid
refreshment that was not available to me in MO. My recent comments about staying away from Kansas unless you want to have a bad headache the next day was simply a nostalgic reflection with a
twist of humor. I love Kansas. Some of my best friends are from Kansas. And, I will have to admit
that with the exception of a next day headache I did have a great time in Kansas.
When I think of todays modern western square dancing, names like Henry Ford, Dr. Lloyd (Pappy)
Shaw, Bob Osgood and Lee Kopman come to mind. The first three names are responsible for
establishing the foundation of todays square dance and Mr. Kopman has enhanced and enriched
the program set before him with his addition of more than 500 calls. Chances are pretty good that
you have probably never been to a dance that did not have a call written by Lee Kopman.
Mr. Kopman has been diagnosed with stage 2 Bladder cancer, a very aggressive cancer that needs
attention. A caller from NC, Marty Northrop, emailed Lee’s son Steve and said your dad’s selfless
contributions to Square Dancing need to be recognized. He’d spoken with Dana Schirmer, Executive
Director of Callerlab, and shared an overview of Lee’s condition that inspired them to do something
for this man that has given so much to square dancing. They decided a “Go-Fund-Me” account would
be a great way to pay tribute to Lee and help with medical expenses, family travel expenses, etc.
Our “Special Report” in this issue is based on an email from Steve Kopman giving some insight to his
Dad, his Dad’s love of square dancing, and what it was like growing up in the home of Lee Kopman. I
have never met Lee Kopman, but after reading Steve’s email and listening to a radio interview from a
few years back I got the feeling I have known him forever. I was not surprised when Steve said that
his parents added a little “Kopman” twist to the Go Fund Me account.
Rebecca Waters a longtime member of the Ohio square dance community has an ad on page 17 for
her novel “Courtesy Turn”. This is a story about a lady who is now faced with rebuilding her life
after losing her husband to cancer. She and her husband enjoyed their square dancing, but should
she be able to return to square dancing now?
This is a situation many of our square dancers have faced. Order a copy of “Courtesy Turn” and see
how that played out for Lori. It is now available through Amazon and Barnes and Noble. If you
purchase a copy through the “Amazon Smile program” (see page 10) you not only help Rebecca, but it
benefits USDA as well.
On Sept. 12, just days before this issue went to the printers Scott and Brenda Deal, USDA Social
Media, attended a special dance for our latest Centennial Award recipient, Althea Zimmerman. See
our Feature Article on page 11 for details on this amazing lady.
Towards the end of June, I along with many of you, traveled half way across the country to attend the
67th National Square Dance Convention in Kansas City, MO. What a wonderful trip and a fantastic
convention. Thank you to the many folks involved and the many hours spent in making this happen.
The next three months are filled with holidays and special events. From all of us at USDA, we wish
you a Happy and Blessed Holiday Season.
Until Next Time……….Larry

D
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EVENTS IN THE CENTRAL REGION
Tom & Tina Wilkins, USDA Central Region VP
We have enjoyed an amazing summer of dancing! We started with a fantastic time at the National
Convention. The USDA after party was the highlight of the entire week for us! Incredible job Milene
McCall, the lineup was off the charts! THANK YOU to all the amazing callers that supported the USDA!!
Also THANK YOU to all the Central Region delegates for attending the USDA Annual Meeting this year!
July 27th – 29th we attended the 47th Annual West Virginia Dance Conventions
Masquerade Ball in Buckhannon, WV. This was a change in date, but they still
had 160 in attendance. I wish we would have payed more attention and dressed
up Friday night with everyone else with a mask and ball gown, but we had a
great time anyway. The unique thing about this convention is that it is held at
West Virginia Wesleyan College and you can actually stay in the dorms right
across from the venue. Since the dorm rooms don’t have TVs, they have amazing
after parties! We also went over and watched the clogging workshops - clogging is
so fun, yet so rare these days. Pictured is their Convention Committee – great job guys!
August 2nd-4th, we attended the 44th Annual Square and Round
Dance Convention Dancing Galore and So Much More in Gatlinburg,
TN. This is still our favorite convention, and apparently a lot of
others’ as well. This year they broke another attendance record
with1,320 attending from 25 states and 5 dancers from Canada! Way
to go RG Pratt and Sheila Beckley!
August 17th-18th the 56th Michigan Square and Round Dance Convention Dance in the Middle of the Mitt
was held in Lansing, MI. I hate that we missed it again, but it is on our calendar for next year! Jack
Pladdys was he featured caller for the 303 attendees. (I’m also told he was a
great bartender at the after party) All of the callers had an opportunity to
perform duets with Jack! Carolyn & Tony Ahart were the featured cuers.
The Square Dance Games were a huge hit. They played Dance Michigan,
Freeze Dance, Make a wave/column, Sicilian circles, 9 pin and Mission
Impossible. Pictured are the Competition winners. The winning move was
spin chain thru from an alamo ring!
August 17th-18th we attended the 29th Annual North Carolina State Convention Patriotic Promenade in Raleigh, NC. The attendance was around 427
this year. In true patriotic fashion, there was a Missing Man Ceremony
and tribute to Veterans Friday Night. Randy Bowers and his team did a
great job this year!
Pictured – 68th National Square Dance Convention® General Chairmen
Louis & Angie McClure at the North Carolina Patriotic Promenade.
August 23rd-25th we attended our own 40th Alabama Square and Round Dance
Convention Every Dance is a Holiday in Oxford, Alabama. We had 481 dancers from 11
states come out dressed in their favorite holiday attire! This year we offered our dancers a chance to “try out” square dance calling for themselves at Calleroke! It was hilarious and so much fun for the singers as well as the dancers “trying” to dance. Another
special treat was Squares in the Round - Ted Kennedy called a square dance tip at the
same time as Sandy Sturgis cued rounds to ‘Beautiful Sunday’ – it was like a duet. A
video is on the United Square Dancers of America - USDA Facebook group page.
Continued—Page 6
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EVENTS IN THE WESTERN REGION
Dale & Kathy Worthington, USDA Western Region VP
After leaving Nationals, we arrived home.
We sent out letters to all the Presidents
of the affiliated members thanking them for providing delegates to the USDA meeting. We also
sent letters to the affiliated members that did not attend hoping they will be able to provide
delegates next year.
We provided USDA publication thumb-drive to all the Presidents.
In August we packed the car and headed to USA West in Reno Nevada. Where we set up the USA
display rack we received a lot of attention and was able to distribute many of the booklets, pamphlets,
and tri-folds. To selective people we gave out the USDA publication thumb-drive.
Again shortly after returning home, we loaded up the trailer with the UDSA publication and headed
to Port Orford, Oregon, to attend the Battle Rock Weekend. Where we will dance in the Pacific
Ocean, make pies to auction off and have a fantastic time.
Dale & Kathy Worthington

EVENTS IN THE PLAINS REGION
Mark & Bina Krebsbach, USDA Plains Region VP
Greetings from North Dakota! We are Mark & Bina Krebsbach, newly elected Vice Presidents of
the United Square Dancers Of America. Since taking lessons in 1990 we have danced in all 50
states and seven foreign countries.
North Dakota is one of 13 states we will be representing in the Plains Region. This region also includes Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. We plan to visit all of these states. If you have an event that you
would like us to attend, please letus know and we will try to attend. Our contact information is on the
back cover of this magazine.
Looking forward to see you across the squares.
We would like to thank Floyd & Judy Engelhardt, the past Plains Region Vice Presidents for all their
help and all the information they have given us.
God’s blessing with much love!
Mark & Bina Krebsbach
Continued from page 5—CENTRAL REGION

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming events in our region you won’t want to miss:
September 14th – 15th - KY Federation of Square Dancer’s 2018 Square Dance Hoedown in Somerset.
September 21st - 22nd the 47th Annual Georgia Convention Lets Sail Away in Athens.
November 3rd – 4th 29th IN Square and Round Dance Convention Back to the Fifties in French Lick.
See you across the square somewhere……………….Tom & Tina Wilkins
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EVENTS IN THE EASTERN REGION
Tony & Diana Rock, USDA Eastern Region VP
Since our report for USDA News, we have attended the 67th National Square Dance Convention in
Kansas City, MO and have some exciting news to share. As you may recall, in our last report we spoke
about the USDA Youth Program and the Founders Memorial Youth Scholarship. In this article we
would like to continue our discussion of youth in square dancing.
National Convention Activities
Let’s go back to the 67th NSDC in June of this year. Each year the NSDC hosts set aside a special Youth
Hall as a place where the youth dancers can meet, dance, win prizes, and just hang out. This year
was not an exception with 56 youth dancers from across the country signed up. USDA hosted a pizza
party for these young dancers on Friday evening where information regarding the Founders Memorial
Youth Scholarship was shared. USDA also donated three $50 gift cards, one to be given away each day
as part of the prizes available to the youth dancers who participate in the hall. Finally, National
Executive Committee Member, Louis Friedlander, held a round table discussion regarding youth
dancers on Saturday and a representative from USDA participated in this discussion.
Founders Memorial Youth Fund Scholarship
We had three very qualified applicants this year for the USDA Founders
Memorial Youth Fund Scholarship. We are excited to report that this year’s
2018 Youth Scholarship Award Winner was Marina White from Bear, Delaware, one of our USDA Eastern Region youth dancers. Marina is a fourth
generation member of the 2X4s and Castle Squares square dance clubs, part
of the Delaware Valley Federation of Square and Round Dance Clubs.
USDA Presidents, LPaul and Sally Schmidt presented her with the scholarship certificate at the Busy B’s Square Dance in Brooklawn, NJ on July 11.
How Can You Help?
Unfortunately, we find that many youth dancers don’t even know that there is a National organization
offering this scholarship. That is the important role each of you share as members of your affiliates – to
help us promote the availability of the scholarship and increase the overall awareness of who and what
USDA is (and that we ARE NOT the Department of Agriculture!)
The United Square Dancers of America, the national dancers’ organization, is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. There is enough money in our scholarship fund to keep the program going for a few more
years, but after that we will lose this program without support from our fellow dancers. Donation forms
are currently available on the USDA website, www.usda.org, if you or your club would like to make a tax
-deductible donation.
Eligibility for the Founders Memorial Youth Scholarship
Active square, round, contra or clogging dancer who is a high school senior or college freshman planning
to continue their education. Further information and application forms are available at
http://www.usda.org/youth.htm. You can also contact the USDA Youth Advisor at:
usda.youth.advisor@usda.org
Tony & Diana Rock
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USDA INSURANCE COORDINATORS NOTES
Hopefully, long before you read this article you will have received from me the 2019 rate which remains
the same as 2018 at $4.75 per dancer. We are very fortunate that Markel was able to give us this rate
again. As quoted “Markel has reviewed the loss history and based on the excellent results, 2019 rates
will be the same.”
As you know when you enrolled your club for 2018 and your certificate was returned to you, the group
being insured (state, federation, association or club) was given a USDA # that was to be put on your request for a certificate form after the name of the group requesting the certificate. We will be continuing
that procedure for 2019; HOWEVER, YOU WILL BE RECEIVING A NEW USDA # WHEN YOU ENROLL FOR 2019. DO NOT PUT THE USDA # YOU WERE ASSIGNED FOR 2018 ON ANY FORMS
SUBMITTED FOR 2019.
QUESTION? Which insurance forms require a signature and which person is required to sign? ANSWER – the only form that needs a signature is the club roster which contain a statement that by signing the club’s representative is agreeing that the club is at that time 100% insured. The person signing
should be the person who is responsible for the club roster; it is usually the secretary but can be any person who accepts the responsibility of it being accurate and keeping it updated so that when new members are added this person would know that an insurance fee must be paid so that the club is always
100% insured. This form along with others that you may need is on the USDA web page (usda.org).
There is a new request for a certificate form which was put into use this past year. All spaces on that
form should be used when submitting your request. The form requests a mailing address for the group.
This mailing address is the one that is put on the form when the yearly enrollment is submitted. The
mailing address should remain the same for the entire year. If it has to change for some reason, please
inform the insurance coordinator ASAP so that Markel can make that change on their records. This is
important since the mailing address is now put on the certificate of insurance and needs to always be
accurate.
The end of 2018 is approaching soon. On December 31, 2018 at midnight our insurance for 2018 terminates. If there is an event on New Year’s Eve, please check the ending time of the event as the group
having the event may need to get their 2019 enrollment submitted in time for them to get a certificate of
insurance for the time on January 1st of their event. Do not submit just a request for a certificate for
2019 as the group’s enrollment must be submitted before a certificate can be issued.
As always, the work you do as insurance chairmen for your organization is appreciated by USDA and
your fellow square dancers.

Pat Inglis
USDA National Insurance Chairman
P.O. Box 22, Tucker, GA 30085-0022
Phone 404/298-6148
FAX 404/298-6149
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USDA is probably best known for our Insurance Program for dancers, but are you familiar with the following?
Addi onal informa on on each of these programs and any required forms can be found on our web site
www.usda.org ‐or‐ by contac ng the program chairman.

USDA TRAVELER PROGRAM
Do you like to travel? Do you like to a end square dances wherever you go? Then look into the USA
Traveler Program! The purpose of the USA traveler program is to promote visita on between dancers in all 50 states
by encouraging dancers to visit club dances, fes vals, state conven ons, or na onal conven ons across state lines
and around the United States. The goal – to dance at an event in each of the 50 United States!
A badge and a bar will be awarded to par cipants a er they have visited at least 12 states. The goal is to dance in all
50 states and any par cipant who visits 48 or 50 states will also be awarded paid admission to the next Na onal
Square Dance Conven on.
Program Chairman: Joy Vaccari—email: usda.travelers@usda.org ‐or‐ javajoy2@cox.net

USDA CENTENNIAL AWARD PROGRAM
Are you aware that we have dancers 100 years old that are s ll ac ve in their dance clubs? Very few of us reach
that age, but USDA recognizes and honors those that do with a “Centennial Award”. They will receive a framed
cer ﬁcate of “Recogni on and Apprecia on” signed by the president and the Regional Vice President of USDA, a
“USDA Centennial Award” lapel pin and a special “Feature Ar cle” about them in the USDA NEWS.
Program Chairman: Larry Dunkel—email: usdanews@usda.org

USDA YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Each year the United Square Dancers of America – the na onal dancers’ organiza on – awards a merit‐based
scholarship to a student who has shown their dedica on to the promo on and perpetua on of the total square dance
movement, including square dance, round dance, contra and clogging. If you know of a youth dancer who is a high
school senior or college freshman that would like to apply for the scholarship, the applica on form can be
downloaded from the USDA website, h p://USDA.org/trifold/ISy0403.pdf.
Dona ons are needed to con nue making this $1,000 scholarship available. You can make a dona on in memory of a
fellow dancer, in honor of a special occasion, or simply because you support youth square dancing. USDA is a 501(c)
(3) Public Chari es, which qualify for tax deduc on status.
Youth Advisor: Dan Reedy—email: usda.youth.advisor.@usda.org

USDA HANDICAPABLE PROGRAM
The USDA Handicapable program is monetary in nature, consis ng of alloca ng monies toward the registra on
fee for eligible Handicapable dancers to a end the Na onal Square Dance Conven on. The only requirement
is that they must be a Handicapable dancer and a member of a Handicapable club. Any Handicapable
club in the United States may apply for these funds. In order to apply for funds, a club contact person must
complete the applica on form and send it to the USDA Handicapable Commi ee chairperson.
Program Chairman: Ali a Becker—email: usda.handicapable.dancers@usda.org
Con nued on following page
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Con nued from previous page

USDA PUBLICATIONS & EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
USDA has produced club leadership and educa onal materials for use by dancers and leaders to promote and
perpetuate the dance ac vity. We oﬀer a large variety of tles on club recrui ng, oﬃcer responsibility, the Dancers
Code of Ethics & Conduct, and much more. Most of these are Informa on Sheets and one sheet trifolds printed on
both sides of the page. All of the Informa on Sheets can be downloaded for prin ng as either MS WORD or as a PDF
copy.
Addi onal informa on and ordering forms and instruc ons can be found under publica ons at www.usda.org
Chairman: Tony & Diana Rock

email: usda.educa on.publica ons@usda.org

Publica on Chairmen: Tony & Diana Rock

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM

WAYS and MEANS
Help support USDA by purchasing products
with our name and logo. Shirts, Jackets, Tote
Bags and more cam be seen at www.usda.org
Ways and Means Chairmen: Mark & Bina Krebsbach
email: usda.waysandmeans@usda.org
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FEATURE ARTICLE
Let us tell you about a wonderful woman that we had the pleasure to meet and
talk with. It was on Wednesday, September 12, 2018 at Swingin Singles Square
Dance Club in West Allis, Wisconsin. We were there to present the United Square
Dancers of America Centennial Dancer Award to Althea Zimmerman who turned
100, July 2018. She was accompanied by her daughter, Joy Hooyman.
Althea married the love of her life in 1941. After living in Virginia through the war (1941-1945), they
returned to Wisconsin. Althea – “My husband, Jim, and I joined a group of friends from Allis-Chalmers
and attended Dale Wagner’s dances on Saturday nights at Calhoun Hall in New Berlin. The hall was
packed, and Dale called us all by name. He never had classes. He just told us what to do and we did it with
such fun. He probably charged 25 to 30 cents per couple.”
Althea and Jim danced together for many years. Over the years the took lessons several times. Althea –
“ We joined Lou Snyder’s class in the basement of the church on 76th street, not far from our home and we
received a diploma. After retirement, we would go south to Texas in the winter, so we received a diploma
from Jerry Haag. We also went to California and received a diploma from Ken Bower. Sometimes we had
to look at those diplomas to remember that we should know what we were doing.”
Althea do you have any special or funny memories of a national convention? Althea – “Jim & I attended
all state square dance conventions during that time and the 28th National Convention, which was held in
Milwaukee at the Arena and Auditorium in June 1979. I have a scrapbook about that convention. There
was a Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel article stating that there were about 25,000 dancers. They came by
plane, train, bus, cars, and travel trailers that were parked at the fairgrounds. One couple hitchhiked from
Boise Idaho with backpacks.
All the clubs in Milwaukee had to do something to make this a success. We were asked to work in Lost &
Found. Our first question was from a lady who said her husband was lost. Did we know where he was?
Believe it or not, there was room for that purpose and there were a lot of lost spouses in there.”
What has square dancing and square dancers brought to your life? Althea – “In 1987, On our way to
Arizona, to spend a winter at a park, and of course square dance we were in an accident and I lost my
husband, and things changed in a hurry. Some time later I decided to dance again. Swingin’ Singles
Square Dance Club of West Allis welcomed me with open arms and provided wonderful support during
this tough time in my life.
Althea what is one thing you would like to share with square dancers?
Althea – “Keep a positive attitude, eat a well-balanced diet and SQUARE DANCE.
Thank you, Althea, for sharing with all of us.
Scott and Brenda Deal
USDA Social Media
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SPECIAL REPORT
The following is an email from Lee Kopman’s son Steve, after learning that a “GO FUND ME” account was being established for his Dad.

People can surprise you in ways you can’t imagine - In times of need you truly know who your friends are.
These are clichés I’ve heard many times in my life, but to see them come true is nothing short of a miracle.
When I received the call about starting a Go Fund Me account in my Dad’s honor, I was moved to tears by the
gesture, as were my parents. After all, Lee Kopman’s unprecedented contribution to Square Dancing was
never really intended. It was, and still is, the joy of his life. It was never about money or how many calls he
could write. He just couldn’t help himself from creating and improving on the activity he loved most.
I believe it’s important that you have some context around the importance my Dad has in the world of Square
Dancing. Dad & I have talked on the phone every day since Debbie (wife) & I left Long Island for Knoxville
TN in 1981, often twice a day. But lately, because of health issues, my conversations ran through my mom. I
knew he was feeling better when I’d call the house and they’d both answer the phone and dad would say, “get
off the phone Lilith the boys want to talk”. And, of course, we’d talk choreography. That was the staple in
our relationship.
We differed on so many things except Square dancing. Dad was a diehard Yankee fan, I loved the Mets. Dad
didn’t like football, I couldn’t wait to watch the (TN) Vols play their college rivals. Dad was a loyal democrat,
I was a staunch republican. Dad was a full-time caller, I did my best to keep it an avocation. But somehow,
in all my 61 years, we’d only had 1 disagreement. It was square dancing that was our focus, and mostly
choreography.
Callers often say to me, “how do you see the resolves to your corners so quickly in a square”? “Easy,” I reply,
“my dad’s Lee Kopman!” I’ve written before that when I was 5 years old, driving in the car with him, he’d ask
me, “If the heads square thru 4 and do a right and left thru, give me 3 steps to get to your corner.” I’ve joked
that if I couldn’t give him the corner with those parameters, he’d write a new call.
FIVE HUNDRED new calls later, I was deemed a slow learner and HE was the king of choreography. Can
you imagine a modern western Square Dance without calling Recycle, Chase Right, Coordinate, Cut the
Diamond, Scoot Back or Linear Cycle? Or how about an advanced dance with no Chain Reactions, Motivates,
Transfer the Columns, Cast a Shadows, lock Its, Pass & Rolls, Slip, Slides and Swings? And then you hit the
C1 level and its Scoot & Plenty, All 8 Recycle, Linear Action, Percolate, Pass the Axle, Rotary Spin & Alter
the Wave. That’s only a smidgen of the contributions Dad has made to our activity.
In my lifetime names like Babe Ruth, Tiger Woods, Michael Jordan, permeate our lives with stories of how
magnificent they were. I often ask myself if baseball, golf and basketball didn’t have these gifted athletes
would the games have evolved to be what they are today? The answer is yes. But without Lee Kopman,
what would square dancing be like? Repetitious to say the least, mundane, banal & tedious comes to mind.
Would there even be a “challenge” level in Square Dancing if he’d remained a full time physical education
teacher?
Not likely. Good, bad or indifferent our activity is what it is today because of his 500+
contributions and the unique and brilliant way he sequenced the calls. And it didn’t stop with writing new
calls. Did you know my father sits at his computer and spends a minimum of 1-2 hours a day writing
choreography every day of the week? Before computers, Dad wrote his sequences using little checker pieces
and then wrote them down on index cards. Our finished basement was stacked like a NY skyscraper with
those cards. Square Dancing was and is his passion - devoted to the activity like no other.
Over the years I’ve always had a full-time job. In the early days I made sure I had an occupation that would
afford me travel on Friday’s, so I could continue the legacy of Kopman’s calling at weekends and festivals.
Many of those were sharing the stage with him. I felt blessed to be on the stage not with the king of choreography but with my dad. I’ll never forget Mike Jacobs coming up to me after a festival where me and my dad
called together at the die-hard dance. He had tears in his eyes when he said “never take for granted what
you and your dad have because most people never have that father/son magic.” I didn’t realize until then
how special it was for us to work together onstage as if we were one person. We’d play games where I set the
dancers up in an unusual position and he’d have to resolve the square. Then he’d do the same to me.
(continued following page)
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(Continued from page 12)
Never once was I nervous that one of us would falter and couldn’t find a corner. That just didn’t happen in
our world. And then we’d step it up and alternate calls- he’d start the sequence and then it was my turn. Then
his turn and back to me until we resolved the square. The effortless way we went about this was the magic we
had. And every tip ended with a kiss on the cheek.
When I’d say to him, “Dad I’ve been promoted to a manager position at the bank” he would reply, “Does that
keep you from calling?” Or, “Dad I’m now a regional sales manager!” His reply, “Will it stop you from calling?”
That’s how my dad felt about Square Dancing. He’s told me before one of his dreams was for me to become a
Square Dance caller. That’s how much HE loved the activity.
So, why am I sharing these stories and history with all of you? Something incredible has happened the past
few weeks, some good some not. Dad was diagnosed with stage 2 bladder cancer, a very aggressive type that
needs attention. When the doctor explained his condition my dad’s first response was, “can I still call square
dances”? Is anyone surprised at that? There are different options that the family is weighing but being age 85
comes into consideration on all decisions.
We’ve been blessed with emails, calls and cards from people who are praying for my father’s recovery. You will
never know how important that is when one faces adversity. Two things in particular have moved us in such
profound ways. A caller from NC, Marty Northrop, emailed me and said your dad’s selfless contributions to
Square Dancing need to be recognized. He’d spoken with Dana Schirmer, the Executive Director of Callerlab,
and shared an overview of my dad’s condition that inspired them to do something for my folks. They decided a
Lee Kopman Go-fund-me account would be a great way to pay tribute to Lee. At first Marty & Dana thought
the monies would go to defray expenses but my folks had other ideas. Mom & dad still wanted to give back to
the organization they cherish. Their wish: Put 100% of the donations in a fund that helps callers who can’t
afford to attend a Callerlab convention. And possibly another to help new and up and coming callers attend a
caller’s school. Would you think anything less from the Kopman’s?
The other was a call from the folks at the Rockville Centre Recreation hall on Long Island. Dad’s been calling
there 3 times a week for over 40 years. They want to dedicate the lobby in his name calling it “Kopman
Square.” We are all praying he’s out of rehab and can attend the ceremony.
I hope none of you have to face the kind of choices my folks are facing with dad’s current challenges.
Just knowing the power of prayer and people stepping up in times of need is truly a blessing and a gift to us all.
Thank you for your gift to the Lee Kopman Go Fund Me account:
https://www.gofundme.com/lee-kopman-fund
HATS OFF TO MARTYY NORTHRUP, THE NORTH CAROLINA CALLER
THAT INITIATED THE “GO FUND ME” ACCOUNT FOR LEE KOPMAN.
GREAT IDEA MARTY. THANK YOU.

Note from the Editor:
How about that? They said thank you, but we want to give 100% of the fund to help other square dancers and callers. Lee Kopman has entertained us with his
calling all over the world. He has given us over 500 calls to keep the activity stimulated and the dancers enthused. And now, he has found one more way to
continue giving.,
Thank you Lee for all you have done for square dancing, the calls you have you have written, and for the training of an excellent caller & gentleman to carry on
the name KOPMAN..
If you do not know the Kopman’s but would like to, just go to “youtube.com” and you will find plenty.
A personal favorite is a recording Steve did with his 10 year old daughter singing in the background: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDJmYiZR-IA
Square Dance Radio has interviews of Lee & Lilith Kopman and an interview with Steve Kopman . The following link will take you to the radio interviews, but
you will need to scroll through the list to find the ones you want. http://www.squaredanceradionetwork.com/Listen.php
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CONGRATULATIONS!

MARINA WHITE
2018 USDA Founders’ Memorial
Youth Fund Scholarship Winner
Marina Elizabeth White is a 16 year old graduate of Calvert Academy in
Bear, Delaware, and will be attending Florida Southern College in
Lakeland, Florida, where she plans to study pre-med on her way to
becoming a radiologist. She is a fourth generation square dancer who is
currently active in two clubs, the 2x4s and the Castle Squares square
dance clubs, both part of the Delaware Valley Federation of Square and
Round Dancers.
Active in both school and social organizations, Marina was invited to
join the National Society of High School Scholars, as well as receiving
an invitation to join the Envision National Youth Leadership Forum of
Advanced Medicine. She was also invited to be Delaware’s Delegate at the
National Congress of Future Medical Leaders
Dancing is definitely in her blood, as in addition to square dancing Marina has danced with the Mid-Atlantic
Ballet since she was in kindergarten, and for the past three years has performed various principal roles in
their Mainstage productions. She has also shared her dancing at several community outreach programs including teaching dance to young Girl Scouts.
This very active young lady is also heavily involved in her local church where she is a member of the choir,
and served as an acolyte, lector, intercessor and a
member of the Youth Focus Group where she ministers weekly.
The USDA Executive Committee is very pleased
to recognize this very active and accomplished
young lady, Marina White, as our 2018 Scholarship
Winner.
We are sharing her essay submission on how
square dancing has impacted her life. You will
ﬁnd this on page 27.
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THE ROVING CAMERA

49ers Square Dance Club dancing at Pufahl's Barn in Norfolk, NE. The Barn
has been converted from a working barn to a beau ful square dance hall.

Belles 'n' Beaux Square Dance Club in Bismarck, ND
USDA Plains Region V P Mark & Bina Krebsbach, USDA
President LPaul and Sally Schmidt, and club President
Vernon & Rose Laning.

Canadian Na onal Square Dance
Conven on in London, Ontario, Canada

USDA Commi ee Members enjoying
the USDA A er‐Party
Below

Knot Head Dance—West Yellowstone, MT

(3)

51st Annual Fun‐S ‐Toot. New Braunfels,

CA HERITAGE DANCERS

PICTURES FROM THE 67TH NATIONAL CONVENTION WILL BE IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF USDA NEWS

TX
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ARTS Travel The
Dancer’s Online Travel
Web Site
Turn your Vaca ons & Dance
Travel into Dona ons
Book your personal and business and
dance travel on our new
travel website,
www.arts-dancetravel.com !
Every time you do, Alliance of Rounds
Traditional and Square Dance (ARTS)
will receive a portion of the travel commissions.
You get the same low rates offered by
other travel websites while helping to
raise funds for ARTS.
It's simple!

Book Golf Tee Times, Get Event Tickets, Send
ﬂowers, Site Seeing Ac vi es

Logon to

Book your travel to the
68th NSDC in Atlanta, GA
and support dancing at the
same time.

www.arts‐dancetravel.com
68th Na onal Square Dance Conven on®
June 26‐29, 2019 ‐ Atlanta, GA
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE
Send the USDA NEWS Editor your State Association/Federation
Convention dates and they will be listed here at no charge.

2018
Oct 20-22

58th Missouri State Square ‘N
Round Dance Convention
Cowan Civic Center
500 Elm St.
Lebanon, MO
Info: 636 394-0998
www.Festival.SquareDanceMissouri.com

Nov 2-4

29th Indiana Square & Round
Dance Convention
French Lick Springs Resort
8670 West State Rd 56
French Lick, IN 47432
www.insquaredanceconvention.com

2019
Feb 22‐23

65th Florida State Square & Round
Dance Convention
Ocean Center
101 N Atlantic Ave
Daytona Beach, FL 32118
www.floridasquaredance.com/convention/

Mar 14‐16

60th Washington Area Square Dancers
Cooperative Association’s Festival
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center Hotel
Alexandria, VA
www.wascaclubs.com

Mar 22‐23

21st Annual Grand Canyon Square
Dance Association Festival
Palm Ridge Recreation Center
13800 W. Deer Valley Rd.
Sun City West, AZ
Info: 602 222-9339 Maggie Russell Navarro
www.azsquaredance.com
See Ad Page 15-16

May 16‐18

31st Virginia State Convention
Founders Inn
5641 Indian River Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA

FUTURE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS
2019—June 26-29 Atlanta, GA
2020—June 17-20, Spokane, WA*
*Note-This a one-time date change to avoid
conflict with Hoopfest
2021—June 23-26, Jackson. MS

2019
Mar 7-9

45th Annual Texas Assoc of Single
Square Dancers Round-Up
Allemande Hall
106 Westlake Dr
Waco, TX
Nora Creed-McClasky
972 822-3533
email: nc4751@yahoo.com
Jan Albers 281 785-7372
email: missyjan@comcast.net
See Ad page 22-23

May 16-18

58th Derby City Festival
Paroquet Springs Conference Centre
Shepherdsville, KY 40165

|
May 31-

2019

67th Kansas State Square
Dance Convention
Tony’s Pizza Events Center
800 The Midway
Slina, KS 67401
Info: Kathy Mears 785 841-7555
Kathymm785@gmail.com|
67th Minnesota Square & Round
Dance Convention
River’s Edge Convention Center
10 4 Ave South
St Cloud, MN 56301
Info: email-2019mnconv@gmail.com
www.mnsquaredanceconvention.com
See ad page 17

Jun 1

June 14-16

45th Tennessee State Square &
Round
Dance Convention
M. L. Mills Conference Center
234 Historic Nature Trail
Gatlinburg, TN
www.tnsquaredance.org/convention
57th Michigan Square & Round
Dance Convention
Lansing Convention Center
Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48910
info: 616 365-0538
www.squaredance-michigan.com
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USDA NEWS
The USDA NEWS publication is a quarterly publication covering all aspects of the Square Dance activity. Each
issue of USDA NEWS, which averages 32-36 pages, is provided FREE to all known dance publication editors;
leaders of state, national, and international organizations; and USDA Affiliates, Officers and Directors.
USDA NEWS is available to all others at a yearly subscription rate of only $6.00. The subscription rate does not pay
for the newsletter but does assist in the postal costs. To keep abreast of square dance events, leadership and education
articles, and to maintain your awareness and knowledge of the total activity, you should be reading the USDA NEWS.
For your own personal copy of the quarterly USDA NEWS, complete the form below and return it with a check made
out to “USDA”. MAIL IT TO THE USDA Editor listed below.
For your own personal copy of the quarterly USDA NEWS, complete the form below and return it with a check made
out to USDA to the USDA NEWS Editor. If you would like to send a subscription as a gift please complete the “gift
from” form as well as the “subscription for” form. We will send a card to the person receiving the gift
subscription to let them know they are receiving this as a gift from you.
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

USDA NEWS SUBSCRIPTION
Subscrip on Type —

New

1 year—$6.00

Renewal

Gi

2 Years—$12.00

3 Years—$18.00

This is a subscrip on for:
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _________________________________ STATE: _____________ ZIP: ___________ . __________(Must Have + 4 Digits)
PHONE: ____________________________________EMAIL:_______________________________________________________

If this is a gi a subscrip on and you would like for USDA to send a card announcing your gi , please complete this form.
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _________________________________ STATE: _____________ ZIP: ___________ . __________(Must Have + 4 Digits)
PHONE: ____________________________________EMAIL:_______________________________________________________

□ I qualify for Free Subscrip on: (must be renewed annually)
Organiza on: _______________________________________ Oﬃce _______________________ □ USDA Aﬃliate
If publica on editors, Name of Publica on ___________________________Email _____________________
Please type or print clearly. Be sure the form is complete.
A ach check or money order for appropriate amount payable to USDA
MAIL COMPLETED FORM and PAYMENT TO : Larry Dunkel, 6012 Ridgeview Rd., Knoxville, TN 37918‐8201
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GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER? SUMMER?
HAVE YOU MOVED?

We don’t want you to miss a single copy of USDA NEWS, so please no fy us of any change of address as soon as possible. If you
go away for an extended period of me let us know the new address and the dates involved and
we will see that you con nue to get your copy wherever your current address might be.
When you plan a move please send your new address as soon as possible.

USDA NEWS PUBLICATION POLICY
USDA NEWS is the official newsletter of the United Square Dancers of America, the largest square dance organization
in the world. Our goal is to cover all aspect of the square dance activity. USDA NEWS is not copyrighted and we
welcome the reprinting of any material by USDA Affiliates and other publications. A credit line is appreciated
whenever any of our material is reprinted.
We also welcome articles of interest to the square dance world in general. When submitting articles for use in USDA
NEWS you must include your name, address, phone number and email address and also indicate the author of the
article. The editor does reserves the right to reject, edit, omit, or rewrite all material submitted.
The opinions expressed within the publication does not necessarily reflect that of USDA or the Editorial staff.

USDA ADVERTISING POLICY
USDA NEWS accepts ads and flyers in camera-ready form only and of the proper size. Proper size is 7 ½ X 10 for a
full size page or 7 ½x 5 for a half page. Ads should be submitted in digital form in .jpeg, .png, or .pdf formats.
Make check payable to United Square Dancers of America and mail to the editor. Name and address can be found on
the back cover of each issue. Checks must be received within 7 days of receiving the digital ad file. Unpaid ads will
not be printed.
Deadline Dates ar e one month befor e the issue date with issues published quar ter ly.
USDA NEWS has two editions; a printed edition and an on-line edition. The printed edition is a black and white copy
except for the cover and the four center pages. The four center pages are available for purchase for your flyers and ads
and are sold on a first-come basis. The on-line edition is a full color copy. When submitting copies for black and
white advertising in the printed edition you can send a color copy for use. It will be printed in black and white, but the
on-line copy will be in color.
.

ADVERTISING RATES
COLOR
BLACK & WHITE
½ Page
Full Page ‐ 1 side
Full Page—2 sides

$25.00
$45.00
$60.00

$20.00
$35.00
$50.00

Publication
.

Deadline

Jan‐Mar

Dec 01

Apr‐Jun

Mar 01

Jul—Sep

Jun 01

Oct—Dec

Sep 01
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USDA NEWS
C/O Larry Dunkel
6012 Ridgeview Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918‐8201
Return Service Requested
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UNITED SQUARE DANCERS OF AMERICA
2017‐2018 Execu ve Commi ee
Elected Positions
PRESIDENT
LPaul and Sally Schmidt
4822 Huron Ave
San Diego, CA 92117
(619) 222-0445
president@usda.org
VICE PRESIDENT EASTERN REGION
EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS
Tony & Diana Rock
151 Connie Dr
Pittsburgh, PA 15214
(412) 931-4793
usda.eastern.region.vp@usda.org
VICE PRESIDENT CENTRAL REGION
Tom & Tina Wilkins
4433 32nd St SW
Lanett, AL 36863
(706) 518-6197
usda.central.region.vp@usda.org
VICE PRESIDENT PLAINS REGION
USDA WAYS & MEANS
Mark & Bina Krebsbach
3301 Nebraska Dr. #1
Bismarck, ND 58503
Mark (701) 320-9079
Bina (701) 320-5182
usda.waysandmeans@usda.org
VICE PRESIDENT WESTERN REGION
Dale & Kathy Worthington
1642 NW Warrenton Dr
Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 861-2726
usda.western.region.vp@usda.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Jerry and Donna Robey
2702 Aldersgate Dr.
Rockford, IL 61103
(352) 284-7912
usda.past.president@usda.org

BADGES & USDA TRAVELER
Joy Vaccari
227 Hughes St. NE
Ft. Walton, FL 32548
(850) 243-9484
usda.badges@usda.org
usda.travelers@usda.org

Appointed Positions
PARLIAMENTARIAN
Jim Maczko and Patty Wilcox
P.O. Box 712918
San Diego, CA 92171-2918
(619) 295-2635
usda.parliamentarian.usda@usda.org

HANDICAPABLE DANCERS
Alitia Becker
503 Lincoln Rd
Monroe, LA 71203
(318) 547-9578
usda.handicapable.dancers@usda.org

USDA NEWS EDITOR
CENTENNIAL AWARD
Larry Dunkel
6012 Ridgeview Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918-8201
(865) 256-2538
usdanews@usda.org
INFORMATION OFFICER/USDA APPAREL
Ed and Lynda Willis
P. O. Box 7524
Wilmington, NC 28406
(910) 616-3639
usda.information.officer@usda.o
PRESCRIPTION CARD
SHOWCASE OF IDEAS
Mike and Pat Matsko
219 Mason Lane
Selinsgrove, PA 17870
(570) 743‐2596
usda.prescription.card@usda.org
usda.showcase@usda.org

YOUTH ADVISORS
Dan Reedy
2112 G. Poplar
Ban Buren, AR 72956
(731) 612-1155
usda.youth.advisor@usda.org
SOCIAL MEDIA
Scott & Brenda Deal
P.O. Box 275
Iron Ridge, WI 53035
Brenda (920) 248-2179
Scott (920) 248-2371
usda.secretary@usda.org
EDUCATION & PUBLICATIONS
Tony & Diana Rock
151 Connie Dr.
Pittsburg, PA 15214
(412) 931-4793
usda.education.publications@usda.org
WEBMASTER / SOUND
Jim and Edythe Weber
1316 Middlebrook Drive
Liberty, MO 64068-1941
(816) 781-3598
webmaster@usda.org

SECRETARY
Ellery & Karen Gulbrand
2591 Lavender Lane
Green Bay, WI 5431
(920) 434-0669
email: usda.secretary@usda.org

INSURANCE
Pat Inglis
P O Box 22
Tucker, GA 30085-0022
(404) 298-6148
Fax: (404) 298-6149
usda.insurance@usda.org

PRESIDENT’S ADVISORS
Jim Maczko & Patty Wilcox
Aliltia Becker
Mike& Pat Matsko
Jim & Edythe Weber
Joy Vaccari

TREASURER/HISTORIAN/ARCHIVES
Jim & Judy Taylor
1411 W. Lake Ct.
Littleton, CO 80120
(303) 795-3278
usda.treasurer@usda.org

FACILITIES/AFTER PARTY
Milene McCall
P O Box 202
Campbellsburg, KY 40011
(502) 525-3356
usda.facilities@usda.org

ARTS-DANCE COMMITTEE
Maczko, Weber, Taylor

NATIONAL FOLK DANCE
Regional Vice-Presidents

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Taylor, Schmidt, Inglis, Maczko
AUDIT COMMITTEE
Pat Inglis, Floyd Engelhardt, & LPaul Schmidt

