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Square Dancing lost a good friend with the passing of Sam
Margheim on March 17. See page 5.
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Page 15 is loaded with pictures of the USDA Group while
attending our Winter Meeting in Portland, OR. If there is
any truth to the old saying that you work better on a full
stomach, then this was a very productive Winter Meeting.
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We did it again! We presented our Centennial Award to
dancer number 10. The Grand Squares of Gainesville, FL
celebrated Henry Kelly’s 100th birthday on March 6 and
USDA Past President Jerry and Donna Robey were on hand
to honor and recognize him with the USDA Award. The
Robey’s submitted our Feature Article for this issue and you
will find it on page 13.

Will USDA be at the convention in Kansas City? You bet
your sweet bippy we will! Page 14 has a listing of what we
are doing, where we are doing it and what time we are doing
it. Check us kut and come by and say hello. We would
love
to
meet
you
and
shake
hands.
Goin’ to Kansas City, Kansas City here we come!

-

LPaul & Sally
Schmidt

-

Until next time……..Larry D

-

This will be our last news from the plains region since our three years will be ending at the national
convention in June. We have enjoyed the opportunities to visit, dance, and meet with the many
affiliates in our region. We will continue with a few more before our time is up. Everyone has been
very welcoming and open to information, and we certainly appreciate that.
Late in January, we attended the USDA winter meeting in Portland, Oregon, a suburb of Vancouver,
Washington . As usual, the planners did a great job with facilities and current business of USDA was
conducted. Some of us attended the Saturday night dance with the festival in Albany OR which was a
great event.
From there, we drove to Mesa AZ where we are dancing for the rest of the winter. Our personal
update in the USDA traveler program is now 15 states into the (unofficial) third time around. We all
look forward to the national convention in Kansas City and we hope to see many of you there.
Respectfully submitted,
Floyd and Judy Engelhardt, LeSueur MN

IN SYMPATHY
October 10, 1939

Sam Margheim

March 17, 2018

Sam and wife Linda were the General Chairman of the 53rd National
Square Dance Convention held in Denver in 2004. They continued to
serve on the National Executive Committee since then.

Sam and Linda Margheim

Sam helped form the USDA West Square Dance Convention, and has
served in many square dance capacities in Denver and Colorado State. Sam and Linda are still head
of the 53rd Grant Committee. Jim and Judy Taylor will see that the Grant Fund remains viable for
the Colorado Square Dance Community.
Cards may be sent to:
Linda Margheim
1575 Barres Street
Strasburg, CO 80136
Tax deductible contributions may be made to the 53rd NSDC Grant Fund and sent to Linda
(Treasurer) at the above address.

-

-

–

-

Kathy and I finalized the plans for the USDA Winter Meeting. We checked with the Hampton Inn
to ensure the meeting and hospitality room was set up. We checked out different places around the
Vancouver area that might be interested to the group to visit. Because most of the USDA members wanted to
attend a square dance, we checked with every club in the Portland/Vancouver area that
normally danced on that weekend. However, because this was the weekend for the Oregon Federation MidWinter Festival, every club had gone dark. We also checked to see if there was a caller available to put on
our own dance, but they were all at the Mid-Winter Festival. LPaul was able to organize a group to go down
to the Mid-Winter Festival in Albany, Oregon, while the remainder of the group went on
a tour of Fort Vancouver, Washington. The next day Kathy and I drove down to Albany to attend the Oregon
Federation Mid-Winter Meeting as the Oregon State Goodwill Ambassadors. Three days later we were on a
plane going to Mazatlan, Mexico. Ten days into our 2-week vacation we got word that Kathy’s 96 year old
father was in the hospital. When we arrived home, there was an email from Misha asking about a scholarship to a attend caller class/school. I forwarded the email to LPaul and asked if he would handle it because
Kathy and I were leaving for Lake Havasu City, Arizona. While in Lake Havasu City we attended a square
dance and gave out information on the available USDA pamphlets and booklets.
Dale & Kathy Worthington

-

67th NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTION
JUNE 27-30
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

Are you ready for some great memories? Join the fun as we begin our flash-mob dance with one tip at
the Barney Allis Plaza, located across the street from the Marriott Hotel. Then we will board the bus
to dance two tips at three additional prime locations in Kansas City. Joe Saltel and Hunter Keller,
National Callers, will be calling at each location. Register now to join the fun and show Kansas City
what square dancing is all about.
Cost is $38/per person which includes transportation and tour escort

-

-

–
-
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Read about all the exciting plans for the 67th NSDC in the monthly
National Squares Online e-Magazine.

August, 2017 -- May, 2018

-
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-
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Were you surprised when you got your certificate for 2018? I know this was a big change for everyone
since we have been use to the other certificate for so many years. And now I have changed the request for
a certificate form! Thanks for being so adaptable - change is not easy for any of us but sometimes it is
necessary to accomplish a particular goal - this one was to enable us to communicate our needs better to
Markel. Although I have not seen how all these changes are working, I was told that this will speed up
our enrollments for next year - when I know how I will share with you. As some of you have found with
your enrollments this year, Markel will not put any additional wording on the certificates; when
additional wording is needed a CG 20 26 will be issued which takes longer to obtain than a regular certificate. Sometimes a facility will accept a blanket endorsement so asked about that as it is easily obtained.

Needless to say, I am still receiving 2018 enrollments, submitting some and holding some for additional
information. Once a club has submitted their information to you, please send to me ASAP so that these
club members will be insured as quickly as possible. This applies for additional enrollments, too. Do not
hold these, send ASAP after you receive. Once a dancer has paid for insurance they should be covered
promptly - this is your responsibility.
If you have clubs who have started lessons get with them to submit their class roster so their students
are covered while they are taking lessons. If classes started in September some of those students will be
graduating and hopefully joining a club. Remind your clubs that when students graduate and join a club
that an enrollment fee must be paid for their new member.
I want to remind you that there must be dancing at your event to obtain a certificate. Markel has
reinforced the original concept of our insurance which was to cover dancing activities only. Please keep
this concept in mind when your clubs request a certificate of insurance for an event.
There will be an insurance seminar in Kansas City, MO in June at the 67th National Square Dance
Convention on Saturday at 10:00 a.m. The topic this year is “Do You Really Understand Club & Dancer
Insurance?” I hope you can fit the session into your schedule on Saturday. I am hoping for some audience
participation especially from our Insurance Chairmen.
Call or send me an e-mail if you have any questions about insurance.

-

-

-

FEATURE ARTICLE
100 Years Old and Still Going Strong

-

USDA at the 67th NSDC

67TH NSDC SEMINARS SPONSORED BY USDA
Thursday

—

—

—

—

Saturday

—

—

USDA FRIDAY NIGHT AFTER-PARTY
This is the PARTY of PARTY’S you have a special
invitation.
This party features the Ghost Riders Band and a line-up
of some of the world’s top callers.

-

THE ROVING CAMERA

USDA 2018 WINTER MEETING IN PORTLAND, OR
After two long days of meeting
Mr. Robey celebrates the
closing with an ice cream.

Mr. Maczko, well he
will celebrate with
a short nap.

-

-

-

-

-

-
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(Cont’d from page 25)
Review the Conventions Web-Site. Most conventions will have a web-site to keep you fully informed ofc the
activities planned and the schedule of events planned. For example, this year’s National Convention in Kansas
City has everything you need to know just by going to www.67nsdc.com. Use it plan your activities while there.
There are so many things to do other than dance and shop. There are many seminars, classes, workshops that
are available to you with much information to learn and take back to your home club. The Showcase of Ideas is
an excellent way to find ways to help promote square dancing and to see what others are doing. USDA will be
there with several tables of literature that we provide for you. Please come by and take some and say hello to
us. For the most part we are friendly folks. One of the best pieces of advice I was given at my first convention
was “don’t try to do it all”. I pass that along to you. Soi dance, shop, attend classes, dance some more and occasionally take a break and do something else. I do suggest that you stay away from Kansas. A trip there will
leave you with a headache and dry mouth. For clarification of that read the Editors Notes on page 4.
Make a Packing List. Make a list of what you will need at the convention. Check the weather forecast and
pack appropriate clothing. Be sure that you have listed all the items needed to make your dance outfit complete. Don’t forget the hotel papers, convention papers, etc.. Cameras, computer tablets, laptops, cell phones
and chargers.
The Night Before You Leave. Everything should be in good shape at this point. You have followed the tips
offered here and you are ready to go dance the weekend away. But for tonight let’s make sure all of the electronic devices are charged and the chargers are packed. Pack your bag and follow the packing list that you have
been recording items on. Pack everything except for the items that you need tomorrow morning and you are
ready to go. Enjoy.

-

- -

USDA TRAVELER PROGRAM

–

—

- -

USDA CENTENNIAL AWARD PROGRAM

—

USDA YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
–

—

USDA HANDICAPABLE PROGRAM

—

–

-

-

USDA PUBLICATIONS & EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

-

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM

WAYS and MEANS

-

Whether this is your first convention or your tenth, here are some thoughts that could make it a little more enjoyable. The better prepared you are the smoother it will go.
Make a Budget. Conventions are a great value for your dollar, but the little things add up. There will be expenses for Registration, food, transportation, hotel and of course you will want spending money in the vendor’s area. Be
sure you can afford to go before you register. If you have to cancel after registering there is usually some penalty
with your refund and after a certain date there may be no refund at all.
Time Available to Go. Be sure that your schedule will allow you to go. Check with your spouse or your dance
partner to be sure that there is not a conflict in scheduling and that you both know of the others plans for those
dates. One man signed him and his wife up for the convention and found out several weeks later that was her high
school reunion and she had registered and paid for that several weeks before. Oops! If you have a job be sure you
can get the needed days off.
Pre-Register. As soon as it certain that you have the finances and the time needed to attend the convention than
you should pre-register. Pre-registration is almost always cheaper. The closer it gets to the convention date the
higher the price goes. Pre-registering can save you time upon check-in and getting your badge, program book and
other material you may have ordered. Many conventions have a pre-convention dance that is free for those that
have pre-registered by a certain date. You will find registration forms for the next four years of National Conventions in USDA.
Transportation. There are many factors involved in your decision on how to get there. If the convention is close
enough you may want to consider driving or carpooling with other dancers from your area. If driving is not feasible
for you then you need to decide on other means of getting there, such as, planes, trains or the Greyhound. Preplanning and booking your travel arrangements in advance will often provide you with considerable savings.
These type of savings do come with many rules and regulations so check with the provider for the details.
Hotels. You gotta have a place to stay while you are there and that can be a challenge when dealing with a city
you know nothing about. The convention housing people will help you with that. Simply mark your registration
indicating that you want housing and they will take care of it. Problem solved. The hotel designated as the
“convention headquarters” will most likely be the closest to the convention center and often times the convention
center is a part of the hotel. There will usually be one or two other major hotels near the convention and these
eliminate the need for transportation while you are there. The old saying that you get what you pay for is not necessarily true with convention hotels. If you are looking for budget, then move a little further away from the convention center, perhaps 2-3 blocks and you will find quality hotels with free breakfast, free parking and free wifi.
Again, if you are not familiar with the area do some research by checking google and reading reviews by others on
certain hotels. The reviews will tell you if other guest have felt insecure in that particular area or have other concerns about going outside the hotel.
Food. What are your options for food? The convention web-sites will normally tell you about the availability of
food at the convention, but what about the other times that you do not want a $12 hot dog (with chips). Are you
within walking distance of other food options? Does your hotel have a restaurant?
Vendors. Conventions are a great time to save money on that new outfit that you have been wanting. Many vendors are present and many sales will be offered during the convention. Before you get to the convention make a list
of what you need or want to buy. Don’t rely on memory while shopping an end up with some items that you already have.
(Cont’d page 22)
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Below are the next three
National Conventions.
Are you Pre-Registered?
Registration forms are located in the
center of this issue.

FUTURE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS
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